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A€i97) Nursing.—Newcome (Henry) The Com, 
‘plete’ Mother, or an Earnest Perswasive to all 
Mothers (especially those of Rank and Quality; to 
‘nurse theif own Children, I12mo, contemporary, 
calf, 6/- | ~! 1695 

One of the illustrations brought forward is the Story of| 
' the Wolf-Child; the Brief outline of his life fits exactly, 
with that told of Mowgli, the hero of Kipling’s Jungle 
Books. ne 
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a. THE | 
| INTRODUCTION: 


| : 
| $1. NUftom like an impe- 
| tuous Torrent makes 


a its way through the 
. | firmeft Inclofures, and furioufly 
| throws down all the Bulworks of 
.| Laws, and the moft Sacred Obli- 
‘| gations that obftru& its paflage. 
| Like a mighty Tyrant it ufurps 
’| upon Truth and Duty, and awes 
| all into a Compliance with its 
“| Violent Government. Mén live : 
| (as Sexeca obférves) not by Rea- De beaia 
fon but by Imitation; whence jp? © : 
| Comes to pafs, that they fall upon 
| One another by heaps, as fo many 
~ | Blind-men into a Ditch. It were 
| €afie to inflance in many things, 
ftrangely unreafonable,which be- 
ling recommetided by Cuftoni , 
«\have paffed not only without 
: ae Cais 
| 


| 
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Controle, but with Applaufe. I 
wifh. there -were not-too many 


they have nothing to juftifie them: 
befides their Gommonnrels, have: 


both from the Pulpit and thee} 
Prefs againit Common Swearing ;,) 


a yet with little other effect hiid 


Reafon and Religion: And too} 


buk.14:31 with ten thoufand, to meet him thai 
cometh “gan him with. twentt 


even by that alone been. able 
hitherto to baffle the moft vi--}) * 
sorous Attempts againft them..}* 
To mention no more, how manyy} * 
good Laws have been made,, 
how many rational and elaboratee} “ 
Difcourfes have been publithedi} ip 


thou ii 


popular Vices in our own Nation,, | it 
to prevent the labour of fuch an: 
undertaking; Vices, which though | 


NAA | 


Intemper ate Drivking,Black-mouth’ say a 
Perjury and Bloody Reveage ? And ‘ 


; 
ai 


therto, than to give.us fo many) lie 
the more Inftances of the TFri-4 
umphs of Brutifh Cuftom overly "io 


convince us that all fuch At: {: ti 
tempts are as hopelefs,, as for ome ih 


Lay 


The Compleat Mother. 


Pv nas SR oe at eS : 


his Courage and Re/olution: 


wondred at, how I come to bé 
fo daring, as to oppofe my weak 
Arms againft fuch a mighty Cur- 


ing of aCuftom, which hitherto 
hath prevailed againft all en- 
deavours of Authority ,° Reafon 
and Eloquence far greatét than 
I can pretendto: This I mean 
of Mothers declining tv Nurfe their 
| own Children, and putting them aff 
| t0 Strangers. Annins Minutins the 
Roman Cenfor, is faid to have 
| took notice of it as a ftrange Pro- 
«| digy in’ his time, extreamly o- 
| Minous to Rome, that a Roman 
4, Lady refufing to Nurfe her own 
“1 Child, gave Suck toa Puppy, that 
“| her Breafts might with more fafe- 
"4 ty be dried-up by artificial Appli- 
"| Cations: But it is ‘a thing tod 
common, to pals. for a Prodigy 

B 2 among 
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thoufand: Where the Aflailant is 
i more likely to be condemned for 
| Dis Rafbnefs, than applauded for 
ay : 


§ 2. Ie may then be juftly 


rent, of to undertake the controle - 


Ladies 
Calling, 
Part 2. 


Se&. 2. 
§. 28. 
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among us (though I fear not lefs: i ir 
fatally ominous) for Perfons off} 2 
the beft Quality to run the great--} ii 
eft Hazards, and fubmit to the:} i 
moft unhandfom Methods for dry} (in 
ing up their Suck, rather tham] (cj 
to become Nurfes to their own} ir: 
Children. And I find a moft ree} i 
fined Pen (than whom none im} ( 
this Age could have been more} fi 
likely to have fucceeded, if eitherr} ii 
Reafon, Eloquence, or a more} jj) 
charming ftrain of extraordinary} (i 
Piety be of any force) declining tan} in 
attack this prevailing Cuftom ,,} iy 
through meer Defpair of convin+-} 
cing by any thing that could bee} 1 
faid. esl) 

g§ 3. But upon mature Confi--} 
deration, I can find no reafon whyyj ¢, 
Impudence and Obftinacy fhouldi} »), 
protect any Sin from a juft Re--}(,,, 
proof: Nor can I think it a jufti:}\,, 
fiable piece of Modefty to decline, 
the detence of a good Caufe,meer-+ 
ly for the Multitude and Confiiq ,, 
dence of its Opponents. It wasy 4,. 

| braved) 


The C ompleat Mother: 


| brave in the Stripling David to 
| affault the monftrous Gyant with 
his Sling and a few Stones; and 


=_—? 
ry 


<ov 


Courage. And why may not I 
(relying on the fame God) hope 
for as good Succefs from thefe 
my {lender Endeavours, fince the 
Caufe I undertake, though it de- 
ferve the beft, is fufficient to give 
Victory to the meaneft Advocate? 
Leaving therefore the Event to 
God’s Providence, I am encou- 
raged to affault this ftubborn and 
inveterate Cuftom. 
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| _ 1. By an hearty Compaffion for 
| the Infants which fuffer by it. 
| 2. Fora neceflary Vindication 
i of thofe few honourable Ladies 
who have had the Vertue and 
‘4 Courage by their Praétife to con- 
id front ic. 


(i) = 3s Aad by the Senfe of my 
4 own Duty,as a Clergy-man, to ap- 


enif Pear againft the Luxury of the 
Age. 
B 3 § 4. 


the Succefs was anfwerable to his 


The Compleat Mother; 


§ 4... Ror the firft: Iam, not | tt 
afhamed to own. a peculiar Incli-. 


nation in.my {felf, tolove and de- 
light in the Converfation of Little 


Ghildren, among whom I have: 


always ‘found a moft. agreeable 


Diverfion,.. Nor need I, fince our’ 


Blefled Lord -himéelf gave encou- 


ragement to bring fuch little ones: 


to him, was pleated to.take them 
in. his Arms, and to propofe their 
Innocenge to our Imitation. And 
as. this hath induced..me to 
{pend all my vacant’ Hours a- 
mong Children. for. their... Im- 
provement,as well as the gratify- 
ing of mine own Inclinations ; fo 


it makesmethe more Impatient || | 
at all thofe,who, betray any Aver- | 


fion, or are guilty of any Unkind- 


nefs.coward-them. And fince the - 


Children ofour Nobility andGen- 
try are juftly reputed to be the 
Hopes.of the next Generation, it 
is reafonable to.be moft.concern’d 
for them,;, who in their Infancy 
generally are more Unhappy han 
the 


———— — 
_—— = — 


a he ompleat Mother. 
the Sons of Cauvutry Peafants. The 
Poor Tenants Child is for the mot 


part nuried in its ow Mothers Bo- 


fom,and cherifhed-by her Breafts, 
whillt the Landlord's Heir is turn’d 
out, exil’?d from his Mothers em- 
braces'as foon as from her Womb; 
and affigned tothe Care of fome 
Stranger,'who hath ‘no other En- 
dearments toward it, than what 
are owing folély ‘to Her Intereft. 
And fuch as work for Wages, are 
ufually not fo careful how they 
do their Work,as to get their Sti- 
pend; nor isa Metcinary Nurfe 
much concerned how the Infant 
Improves, provided’ fhe’ have a 
good place of it. Thus the Infants 
of the beft Families are moft hard- 
ly ufed,and vaft numbers of them 
undoubtedly deftroyed. ’ And fure I 
need not defpair of Pardon-even 


from thofe Ladies who are moft: 


concerned in the enfuing Reproof, 
fince it is the refult of my real 
and hearty Compatflion for their 
dear Children. i 

B 4 § 5. 
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of 5+ Befides Secondly, I have: }f ii: 
obferved, that thofe Ladies, who) § » 
contrary to this prevailing Cu-- } «| 
ftom, have undertaken the Nur-: } wy 
fery of their own Babes, have oft: |} | 
met with unhandfom RefleCtions; } jy 
and bitter aunts from others of’ | 
the contrary Praétife, which) | 4) 
makes the Vindication of them a. }) jp 
neceflary'.piece. both of Juftice: } hy 
and Charity. A Lady that will, | yy 
condefcend to be a Nurfe, though. | ii 
to her own Child, is become asi |} 
Untafhionable and Ungenteel, as: |} \j 
aGentleman that will not Drink, , | ;, 
Swear and be Profane; but dares | 
be out of .Fafhion in leading an | jy, 
exactly vertuous and fober Life. | 
And if ever you faw the Modefty || j, 
of fuch an one affaulted by the },, 
Railery and Scorn of a Company } be 
of Debauchees, when he happens }j:, 
to fallamong them: You may } ,. 
imagine the need thofe few La- },, 
dies have of Courage and Refolu- | y. 
tion, who by Nurfing their own }},: 
Children, expofe themfelves to }yj, 
| the j 


a 
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the Taunts and Derifion of the 
many , who decline that Office, 
vit and look upon themfelves to be 
| upbraided by their Examples. 
| § 6. And whenI obfervethofe 
‘ii! few Ladies, who belt difcharge 
‘il] their Duties, expofed tothe Scoffs 
| Of fuch as negle& theirs; andon 
| the other hand, refle€ on the Un- 
itt} happinefs of thofe poor Infants, 
ul] whofe Mothers make it a Pun- 


gt} €tilio of State to caft them off to 


| the Care of Strangers, I cannot. 


8) but believe it a good Office, and 
| a few hours well beftowed,to at- 
ij] tempt the Vindication of the beft 
yii| Mothers, and to plead (with thofe 
| that are otherwife) the caule of 
4| thofe helplefs. Ianocents, who are 
\e| not able, unlefs in their inarticu- 
y| late cries,to {peak for themfelves. 
«| Efpecially | 
mw | § 7. Since thirdly,the confide- 


\ \\e 


ft 


|») Tation of my own Obligations, as 
ji: | aClergyman,encourage mein this 
| Undertaking. For inthe Book en- 


ab, 


} 


2 


i titled Refoymatio Legum Fcclefja, Cap.13.De 
peor g dF) id pe & ; “" Matrimg- 
flicarum, v:, 
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flicarum, which was compofed by | 


eight Bifhops (whereof Archbi- t 
fhop Cranmer and Bilhop Rédley I 
were two) eight Divines, and as: |) 
many Civil and Common Law-. } ‘i 
yers, in purfuance ofan AC of!} 
Parliament, and intended for the: } 
Government of the Reformed! f ‘x 
Church of Exgland,and the Rules: : 
of Ecclefiaftical Courts,I find this: } ng 
paflage. ‘ A Cuftom too foft and! } 
‘delicate hath prevailed among} 
“ Wives, to difcard their Of--| 
“ fpring from their own Breafts,, } my 
“¢ and hire them out to: be nurfed! } i; 
“‘ by Strangers; which thing for} iy) 
“< the moft part being without anyy} 9}; 
“ probable Caufes, but only fromif i\. 
«an over-indulgent Fondnefs off} gy, 
“their own Eodies, 1t comes to} yi), 
“* pafs, that to eafe themfelves .,) i) 
they fhuffle off the Honourable Bic 
‘©and Natural Pains of educating3} \;.; 
¢¢ their own Children; and finceel 3, 
“this zvhumane ana degeneratic 
‘© Sloathfulze{s of Mothers is thee jy 
¢ caufe of many Evils, we think j), 
a4 j f | 
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“Cit the Duty of Preachers to ex- 
© hort Mothers not to defert their 
“ Off-{pring which they have 
“borne, nor to deny thofe the 
“* benefit of their Breafts, whom 
“they lately nourifhed in their 
** Womb, and fuftained with their 
“own Bowels. Now. fince our 
Reformation after it was brought 
to good Perfection in refpe@ of 
Worthip and Doétrine, was hin-- 
dred by the Death of ‘King Ed- 
ward from receiving the Confum- 
mation which was intended in re- 
{peG of Church-Government and 
Ecclefiaftical Laws; thes Book , 
which gives us the moft authen- 
tick account ‘what was intended, 
cannot but be of great Authority 
withall that value the Judgment 
of our firft Reformers. So that } 


wi] May from this conclude, not only 
qo) that it is every Preachers Duty to 


exhort Mothers to Nurfe their 


#7 OWn, but alfo that it is the Duty 
iq Of Mothers to comply with their 
il B¥bortations, and that if they do 


otherwife, 
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otherwife, they betray an unjufti- 
fiable Contempt of thefe learned 
and pious Reformers of and Mar- 
tyrs for our Holy Religion. 

g 8. To thefe Motives of my 
prefent undertaking I will add 
one more, viz. Lhe hopes of routing 
this unnatural Cujtom, and doing a 
deal of good thereby. Yam fure I 
have avery good Caufe, and all 
the ftrength of Reafon and Reli- 
gion on my fide, and the Impulfes 
of Nature to boot. I have alfo the 
more courteous and tractable Sex 
to deal with, who I may promife 
my felf, cannot all be obftinate 
again{t the Evidences of their} } 
Duty, and the Inclinations of Na-'}} ». 
tural Affeftion. And why fhould | 
I defpair of refcuing fo great a |, 
part of Mankind from the Ty- | 
ranny of an impudent Cuftom, 
who feem ready to accept of Li- 
berty, and to wait for fome kind 


Deltfverer to usloofetheir Fetters?’ |) ,, 


Shall I doubt of acandid Recepti-: } 4 
on fromthat Sex, whom Nature: f 


hath: & 


i); vinee, but alfo to perfuade, thar 
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hath molded for Courtefie, and 
the Impreffions of Religion and 
Compatfion ? Efpecially fince, as 
Themiftocles is {aid to. have pre- 
vailed in his Addrefles to Admselus 
King of the Molafi, by bringing 
the King’s Son in his Arms, I 
bring their own Children with 
meto fecond my Perfuafions by 
their prevailing Interceffions, or 
indeed not {0 much to intercede 
for me, as to Petition for them- 
felves. 

§ 9. But ifany rebellious Luft, 
if Luxury, Pride or Avarice dare 
to appear again{t me, I have the 
Enfigns of Divine Authority to 
awe them, Evidences] mean fron 
the Holy Scriptures and the Law 
of Nature tocommand their Sub- 


miffion. And though thofe Books — 


are faid to be moft fatally De- 
{truCtive,which convince of Duty 
and yet fail of perfuading to ir’; 
yet whatI have topropofe, fees 
to me fo likely, not only to con- 
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Thope it will do no harm but Ser- 
vice tothe World. ‘To conclude 
this Introduction, though thefe 
Reafons prevailed to engage me 
to compofe the enfuing Difcourfe, 
yet for fome Months [ kept it by 
me, and could not perftiade my 
felf to publith it, cill I met with 
his Grace the Lord Archbifhop of 
Canterbury's Sermons about the 
Education of Children lately pu- 
blifhd; wherein he recommends 
this as the firft ana moft natural 
Duty incumbent on Parents toward 
their Childrens and argues again{t 
the general negled of it, 2 ome of 
the great and crying Sins of this Age 
and Nation. 


Hl su 
Hilal 


And when I found || 


my felf backed by /wch Authority, |). 


Tbecame uncapable of fearingany |." 


Senfures, or defpairing of good 
Succefs. 
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CHAP. I, 


Wherein the Cafe is briefly fiated, 
and all thofe Texts of Scripture 
alledged which relate to it : TL oge- 
ther with the Arguments and In- 
ferences which re{ult from them, 


BT wall not be neceflary to 
i {pend much time in arly 
¢laborate flating of the Cafe ; 
which I have undertaken. For it 
is agreed on all hands,that where 
there is a natural Inability or any 
bodily Infirmities in the Mother 
(reat and not meerly pretenaed) 
that might have a pernicious Tuflu- 
ence on her Nurfery, God who by 
his Providence hath caufed thofe 
Impediments, doth in fuch cafes 
difpenfe with this Duty. 
9 2. So that this is the Cafe, 
Whether all Mothers, be their Qua- 
lity what it will, who are neither dtf- 


enabled by any natural Deéfei, nor 


Contvatted. Infirmity, ave bound in 
Duty 


15 


' The Compleat Mother: | 
Al Duty to give Suck themfelves tor) 
Be |i their own Children. | 
Tl This I affirm, and fhall endea-: } + 
“i vour to evirice both from the Holy } % 
| Scriptures recommending it as a.) 
Duty, the mé(chzevous Con/equences: } ill 
of negleéting it, and the In/ufficé-. ) ii 
ency of all the ufual Plea’s, which } 
are made for fuch neglect. Which: | 
three general Heads fhall limite: } iw 
my en{uing Difcourfe. | 
§ 3. I begin with the Afoly: ) ik 
Scriptures. And becaute [intend | | tw 
all poflible plainnefs, without the: fim 
Affectation of any artificial Me-- hin 
thod, I fhall otter fome Paflages: fii 
to Confideration in the fame or-+}in; 
der as they lye in our Bibles, and| | ay 
make fome obvious Remarks up= fii; 
on them, and fuch Inferences as: }ai 
— they will fairly bear,as I proceed..} ny 
ro | ¢ 4. And to begia withthe O/difiy , 
i Teffament, the firft paflage wee} 
meet with to this purpofe is imply 
Gen. 21.7, Gen.21.7. where Sarah faith, Whoo}hy, 
would have [aid unto Abraham ,thatt} \\, 
. Sarah fhowld have given Childrem\)) 
“| ih Suck i? 


} 
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uy! Suck? For T have borne him a Son 
| 2 his Old Age. We have Sarah a 
des| Marfe as wellas a Mother, though 
i’) fhe were the Wife not of a mean 
x1} Peafant, but of a mighty Prince ; 
ws| @ Prince fo Potent,that the neigh- 
| bouring Kings courted his. Alli- 
{i} ance. A Prince abounding in 
ih) Wealth and Power, the Mafter of 
| 2 numerous Family, out of which 
| he could number 318 Men fit to 
4)| bear Arms, and all.born in his 
«(| Houfe. Now the Wife of fuch an 
yy} One-could not want Conveniencies 
(.|among fo many Child-bearing 
6] Women that were in her Family, 
‘for the Nurfing of her Son by 
j}another; fhe might have pleaded 
‘| either State or Bulinefs to have ex- 
«| uted her felf from the Employ- 
oifment ; efpecially being grown in- 
lito years, which made her lefS 
w:jable to undergo the Fatigue of 
uch an Office;and having Beauty 
jjbeyond what was ordinary at her 


—-S 


id] Lears,the decay of which, by the 
iy O11 and Watchings incident toa 
| Cc 


| 
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Nurfe, 
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Nurfe, fhe might have fairly 


pleaded. But waving all thefe } , 
Plea’s, fhe includes it her Duty | | 
to Nurfe the Fruit of her own }, 
Womb. For her wordsimply fo | . 
much, Who would have [aid to A~ | 
braham, that Sarah fboula have | j, 
given Suck? For have borne him | » 
az Son, q.d. Itis, I doubt not, the 
Mothers Office, who dears the 
Child,to give it Sucks fince-then 
T have borne Abraham aSon,I mult | , 
give it Suck and Nurfeit for him. } ; 
Had it been ufual inthofe times } ° 
for vertuous Mothers to decline | 
this Office,fhe would not havein- } 
ferred her Nurfing a Son for Abras'| 

ham from her bearing of one ;,| 
whereas the one implying the 


other intimates a neceflary Cons} * 
fequence of the one from the} * 
other. AndI do with thegreater' } * 
Confidence urge this Argument, ,} “ 
becaule it is St. Ambrofe’s Note on. | 


De Abrab. 1 - ; ns 
11. oe this Verfe, The Moral ufe of this is,, 


that Women are provokea to remem-. | 
ber their Dignity, and to give Suck} ; 
tory" 


| 


| 
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to their Children. This is the pro- 

per Grace, the Honour of a Mother, 
whereby {be may recommend her felf 

to her own Husband. However this 

is certain, that this Pious Mother 
whom the 'Apoftle propofes asa 
Pattern to her Sex,and exhorts all | 
Wives to émsitate, that will do well, 1 Pet. 3.6. 
and difcharge Faithfully the Du- 

ties of their Relations, fhe not only 
Nurfes her Son her felf, but plain- 

ly intimates, that fhe thought it 

her Duty to do fo; though fhe 
might have pleaded as many Ex- 
cules as moft of theni can who 
decline this Office. They thenthat 
neglect the Duty , ‘and have no 
better Pretences for fuch their 
neglect, than thofe which fhe 
waved as infufficient, are faulty 

at leaft on this account, that they 
refufe to imitate Sarah, whom the 
Apottletells Wives they muft fol- 

low, if they will do well. 

§ 5. The next Text is in Gen.Gen 49.26 
4g. 25. where the Patriarch Facod 
having foretold the numerous in- 

G 2 creale 
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creafe of the Tribe of Jo/eph, that 


Gen.49.22 like a Fruitful Vine,whofe Branches 


V.26, 


fpread over the wall, it {hould mul- 
tiply into two Tribess he affures 
him that the God who had pre- 
ferved and profpered him, not- 
withftanding his many Affiictions 
from his Brethren at firftjand the 
Ee yptians afterward, fhould Ble/s 
his Pofterity with Bleffings of Hea- 
ven above, Bleffings of the Deep,that 
lieth beneath, Bleffings of the Breaft 
and of the Womb,1.e.He would pro- 
vide for him an Inheritance, fer- 
tile and well watered with Foun- 
tains and Rivers, and a numerous 


Pofterity to enjoy it. Where it is |} ‘i 


to be obferved, that the Bleflings 


of the Breaff and of the Womb are | tn 


conjoyned, and a Promife made 
to this Tribe,. that in order to its 
Increafe, the Wives fhould be 
Fruitful to bear, and Careful to 
Nurfetheir own ; that God would 
blef{s ic with fuch Women,as both 
would bear anumerousOff-{pring 
and nourifh their own Off-{pring 
with 
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with their own Breafts. Whence 
the Inference is obvious, that asa 
FruitfulWife isa Blefing, fo when 
fhe Nurfes her Children fhe is a 
double Bleffing to a Family. And as 
it isthe Duty of every one to be as 
great a Bleffing as fhe can be to 
her Family, fo fuch Women muft 
need be faulty, whoafter God hath 
given the Blefings of the W, omo, re~ 
fufe to compleat the Relicity by 
the Bleffings of the Breaft. The ten 


| thoufands of Ephraim,azd the thon- —" 33° 
[ands of Manaffeh, are the effe&s 


of thefe Bleffings of the Breaftand 
of the Womb; and intimates to 
us,that it isa likely way to obtain 
a numerous Pofterity, fuch as Fo- 
Seph’s was, for Fruitful Mothers to 
become themfélves Carefu/ Nurfes. 
§ 6. In Exod.2.9,8. when Pha. Exod. 2. 
raoh’s Daughter fends to feek out” ° 
for a Nurfe for Mofes, whom fhe 


.| found expofed, her Maid called 


Ip 


iva 4 


| 


| the Child’s Mother, and to her the 


committed the little Nurfery, 
Now this may be confidered, 
a cither 
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either as the Adt of the, Royal 
Princefs, the Contrivance. of the 
Mother, or a Difpenfation of Di- 
vine Providence. If we fuppofe 
that Pharaoh’s Daughter fent on 
purpofe to enquire outthe Mo- 
ther of the expofed Infant, we 
may conclude,fhe thought her the 
fitteft to Nurfe it. Ifit be rather 
thought,that.the Mother laid her 
Daughter co watch and be ready 
afany {uch occafion fhould hap- 
pen, tocall her rather than ano- 
ther, we have a commendable In- 


itance of her Pious and Tender | 
Concern for her Son, and earneft | 


defire to Nurfe it her felf, rather 


than any other fhould eafe her of . 


that Burden, and do that work 
for her. Butif befides either the 
Princels or the Mothers Intention 
God by his wife Providence deter- 
mined the Meffenger to apply 
her felf to che Mother rather than 
any other Woman; we have the 
plain Determination of God him- 


felf, that the Mother is fitteft to | 


Jurfe 


ally 
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Nurfe her own Child, and that it 
was beft for this Infant,whom he 
intended for extraordinary Service, 
to have the advantage of the moft 
fwitable Nurfe. And it is further 
obfervable, that tho God would 
have Mofes trained up in Learn- 
ing by the Egyptian Doétors , 
that he might be better qualified 
for the great Charge he was here- 
after to undertake, yet he would 
not have him Suck Milk from 
an Egyptian Nurfe, which might 
have fome bad Influence upon 
his Conftitution and his Man- 
ners. : 

g 7. Numb.r1.12. Mo/es thus 
expoftulates with God, Have I 
conceived all this People? Have l 
be egot them ? (* or brought them 
forth) That thou foouldeft [ay unto 


me, Carry them in thy Bofom, as a 


ad Ty is as properly (poken of the Mother 
as of the Father. And Co: aception being peculiar to the 
Mother, it feems more reafonable to render it in Analogy 
thereco, Have I brought them forth? 


C 4 Nurfing 
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* There is no word 10 
the Original for Father , 
only the Participle JO 
is Mafculine; which yet 
the 72 render by riSuves 
which for the moft part is 
Feminine, and fignifies 4 
Nuvfe.And confidering that 
frequently in Hebrew one 
Gender is putfor another, 
ie may well be rendred a 
Nurje here, as more fuit- 
able to Conception and bring- 
ang forth in che claufe fore- 


The Co 


mpleat Mother: 
Nurfing Father ( or 
‘*asa Nurfe) deareth 


the Sucking Child to 
the Land, which thou 
fwareft unto their Fa- 
thers. Where Mofes's 
Argument _ ftands 
upon this Foundati- 
on, that whofoever 
hath conceived and 
brought forth,ought 
to become Nurfe to 


going. 


the Sucking Child, 
and carry itin her Bofom. Unlefs 


this be granted, his Argument is | 


invalid and nothing to the pur- 
pofe, the whole force of which 


feems to depend on that Suppofi- - 


tion. Judge then whether is more 
reafonable to charge Mo/fes with 
an Abfurdity, or thofe Women 
with an Immorality who negle& 


‘the Duty, which he takes for 


sranted. He thought himfelf not 
obliged like a Nurfe to bear that 
froward People in his Bofom, be- 
caufe he had not conceived them 

Mun Sh oy " nor 
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nor brought-them forth. T hereby 
evidently implying, that the Mo- 
ther who hath conceived and 
brought forth the Infant, ought 
Chowever froward it may be) to 
become its Nurfe,and Suckle it in 
her Bofom. : 


§ 8. If we turn overto 1 Samp, Sam. I. 
1. 22,23. we find, that-after Han-7” *3 


wah by her Prayers had obtained 
aSon, fhe refolves tolay afide all 
other bufinefs, that fhe might at- 
tend this important one,the Nur- 
fing of her Samuel. She was a Wo- 
man of great Piety,who conftant- 
ly went with her Hushand to the 
Sanctuary at the Feafts. Yet know- 
ing how much God prefers Mercy 
before Sacrifice,the refolves to do 
fo too; ftaying at home to Nurfe 
her Son, as what fhe apprehended 
more acceptable to God, than to 
appear at his ‘Tabernacle with an 
Odering, and leave her Child at 
home to fome Mercenary’s Care. 
Whence we may conclude, that 
even the Pretences of Piety,which 

| of 


a0. 


Bunting’s 


Travel of 
Patriarchs Shiloh, which is computed to be 
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of all others are the moft plaufi- 


are not fufficient to excufe: 


ble, 


Mothers from this piece of Cha-' 


rity; and’ that if their Nurfery 
fhould detain them for that time 
from a°conitant Attendance on 


God’s publick Worfhip, he will 
in fuch a ‘cafe difpence with their 


abfencé, and accept their Charity 


toward their Intants inftead’ of 
Devotion. to himfelf. Perfons of 
Quality indeed may have fuch 


afliftance, that there can be no 
neceffity of their confinement 


from Gods Houfe, efpecially fince | 
none of them but are iE nearer 


to'a Church than Ramah wes to 
twelve Mi les, fo that ordinarily 
they cannot have that Plea to 
make. Yet ifany | be in fuch Cir- 
cumftances, that either the pu- 
blick Worfhip of God or the Nur- 
fing her Child muft be negle&ted, 
fhe hath here a prefident to deter- 
mine the cafe in favour of Cha- 
rity againft the fpecious Obje- 
bes ctions 


Se SEERA: 
“2 


The Compleat Mother. 

Etions of Devotion. And itis fur- 
ther obfervable, that Haznah’s 
Nurfing of her firft Son, was fo 
far from hindring Fertility, that 
it rather procured a Divine Bene- 


_ diction, which multiplied her Po- 
fterity to three Sons and two Daugh- 1Sam,2,2% 


ters, {ufficient to ref{cue her from 


her Rivals Taunts, and rank her 


in the Catalogue of fruitful Mo- 
thers.So vain is that popular Pre- 
tence, that Nurfing is an Impedi- 
ment to Fruitfulnefs, and to be 
declin’d by great Perfons for the 
better fecuring of Succeffion by a 
numerous Pofterity ; for if thofe 
bear fafter who dry up their 
Breafts, they that Nurfe their 
Children commonly bear longer, 
and bring more up to an Health- 
ful Maturity ; which comes to 
pals, partly through their greater 
Care, and partly through Gods 
Bletfing on their exemplary Piety. 


§ 9. Uhereis a Story in 1 Kéngs 1 Kings 3. 
3. 21. of two Women of an in-? 


famous Character, ne {tiled 
| darlots ; 
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Hlarlots; nor will I take the ad- | , 
vantage fome Interpreters give 
me, to foften that Denomination 
into Victuallers; but will {uppofe 
them to have been bad Women, 
yet obferving fomething remark- 
ably good in one of them, it is 
the more to be took notice of. |. 
Now it is evident that the one of |,‘ 
thefe Harlots was a tender Mo- 
ther, though fhe had been an un- 
chaft Woman,and loved herChild 
very well, however fhe came by 
it; and it is recorded of her, that 
the her felf gave it Suck. Which 
isan Argument, that though fhe 
had not Vertue fufficient to {e- 
cure her Chaftity,yer fhe wasnot i 


{o overgrown with Vice, as to | 
have obliterated Natural Affeéti- | 
on. The better of thefe two Har- | 
lots hath the Charaéter of a Fond | 
Mother, and her pleading before |! 
King Solomoz,that fhe rofe to give | 
her Child Suck, is an Intimation K 

| 

| 


that this was a Duty of good E- 
fh ay 


teem in thofe.days, and chat it 
would 
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would make fomething for her 
that fhe had done fo. 
can thofe Mothers. pretend Affe- 
ction to their Children, who at- 
tain not to the Tendernef$ of this 
go0d-natur’'d Harlot ? : 

§ 10. In the Book of Fob,c.39, Job 39.16 


hardened her felf 


Off {pring 
| and cruel tl 


And how 


/-46.there is an elegant Defcription 
of the Offriches ftupid negle@ of 
her young ones, wherein this js 
efpecially took notice of, That fhe 
againft her young 
ones, as though they were not hers. 
Whereby the Spirit of God inti- 
mates it to be an Ageravation of 
Hard-heartednefs to deal hardly 
with thofe that are young, efpeci- 
ally where natural Relation ob- 
liges to a tender Regard: And 
that the nearer any come to re- 
femble the Offriches Obduracy, in 

neglecting to take care of their 

the more unnatural 

ley May be juftly 

And if it be a piece of 
i | Hardfhip to turn off a tender In- 

fant to a Mercenary Nurfe (as I 


doubt 
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doubt not but in the fequel of thig 
Difcourfe will be manifeft) thofe 
Mothers muft be accounted more 
Unnatural than the: Offrich, be- 
caufe they have not fo much Stu- 
pidity. 

11. In Pfal. 22.9. the Pfal- 
mift fays, Thou didft make me hope, 
when I was upon my Mothers Breafts. 
Now hope is an act of Reafon, 
not to be exerted by an Infant not 
yet arrived tothe Exercife of Rea- 
{on, yet here in a Poetical ftile at- 
tributed to fuch an ones to inti- 


mate, that the Care God takes of | 
Infants, and the early Provifion | 
he hath made for them, by filling || 


their Mothers Bréa/fs as foon as 


they have left her Womb,is an Ar- _ 


gsument that Mankind is under 
the Care of God's Providence,and 
of fufficient force to engage even 
Infantsto hope in God, if they 


were capable. And hence it ts evi- 


dent, that it is the Intention of 
the God of Nature, in furnifhing 
the Mother with full Breafts, to’ 
oblige 
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oblige her to minifter thereby to 

his Providence for the: Preferva- 
tion of her Child.:Moreover the 
Pfalmift’s: ufing fuck a-Phrate as 
this, doth not osly:imply that he 
was nurfed by hisown, Mother, 
but alfo that it was -ufual in thofé 
days, for Mothers themfelves-to 
perform that Office. The PraQife 
of our Age:would {earceallow us 
to exprefs the time of Izfancy by 
hanging.om the Mothers: Breafts , 
wherein fo.few enjoy that Privi- 
ledges: And if we grant that fuch 
Idioms of Language are founded 
on the prevailing Cuftoms of Na- 
tions;we may conclude from this 
Phrafe(and that of Solomon's, who 
exprefles: a Brother: Periphratti- 
cally,by one that fucked the Breaffs 
of bis Mother) that it was in thofe 
days very common;and accounted 
moft reafonable, that the Mothe 
{hould. Nurfe at her Breafts all 
the Children fhe had-born in her 
Womb. , 


Cant, 8. 7; 
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§12. The Prophet Yeremiab | 
exaggerates the Extremity of Fa-. | 


mine in Ferufalem by this Cir- 
cumftance, that it had made Mo- 
thers Cruel to their Infants, and 
uncapable of giving them Suck, 


Lam. 4.23. Even the Sea-monfters: 


draw out the Breajfts, they give Suck 
to their young ones ; but the Daugh- 
ters of my People is become Cruel, 
like the Oftriches in the Wildernefs. 
It’s true, it feems to benot fomuch 
from the Hardneff of their Hearts, 
as of the 7 zmes,that the Daughters 
of ferufalem do not that: for their 
Od-{pring, which the very. Seas 


monjters do for theirs, and which | 


no Creature on the Land is fo 
much a Brute as to negledt, ex- 
cept the Ofrich, whofe ftupidity 
is fuch, that fhe leaves her Eggs 
inthe Sand and takes no further 


care of them,no nor of her young | 
ones neither, after the heat of the | ,° 
Sun and of the Sand hath hatched }, 


them. And nothing certainly,but 
the Extremity of Famine, could 
| make 


a 
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i’) make the Daughters of Feru/alem 
| fo Cruel, that 20 Monfter at Sea, 
#0 Brute on Land, can parallel 
them, except the Ofrich. How 
| then can they excufe themfelves, 
“1 who neglect their Children as 
i) much out of Luxury, and in the 
i) waidst of Plenty, as thofe I/raelites 
| did through Famine? The Pro- 
phet thought this an Inftance fit 
to exaggerate the great Mifery 
iit! ofa Famine, that it conftrained 
‘| Mothers to that which Nature 
| moft abhors. We may then rea- 
it!) Lonably conclude, That he would 
w| have pafled a very fevere Cen- 
ul! fure on thofe Mothers that be- 
come Cruel in the midft of Plen- 
| ty; and for that very reafon too, 
it] becaufe they abound with Plenty. 
3] “hey are more unnatural than 
got] Sea-Montters,that draw out their 
w1 Breafts to their young enes,whilft 
i} thefe turntheirs off to fome mean 
| and Mercenary Neighbour. 
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§ 13. I fhall conclude my Ob» 


Hof. 9.14. fervations out of the Old Teffa. 


ment, with that pafiage of the 
Prophet Hof. 9.1 4. Give them, O 
Lord, What wilt thou give hinne 
Give them amifcarrying Womb and 
dry Breafis. For whether he pray 
for this as a Bleffing for Ifrael , 

that they may not be more zz- 
feradle (in the common Slaughter 
of their Country): for their Fertis 
lity, as our Lord Chrift pro- 
nounces {uch comparatively Hap- 
py in the Deftruction of Fera/as 
lem, that were barren and had nes 
ver bora, and whofe Paps had ne 
ver given Suek. 


Women {hould be Barren and pu- 


nifhed with a mifcarrying Womb |, 


and dry Breafis; which way foe- 
che nba it, it affords 
on, that the Spi- 


7? A 4e rrye> § 
V od We 


F . 
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rit of God in the 1c Scriptures makes 


dry Breafls as Geol as a mifcarrying 
Womb, the Periphrafis of Bar- 
xenwne[s 3 rherebd declaring it e- 


qually 


1 


Or whether he ||: 
denounce it as a Curfe, that their | 


| 
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qually unnatural for a Mother by 


artificial Applications to ary ker 


Breafis, as to force Abortion ; and 
that where God gives 4 fruitful 
Womb, he expects ordinarily 
that the Breafts {hould give Suck. 
God gives dry Breafts asa Curfe 
tofome, as an Afflition to o- 
thers; but they that invite thar, 
whether Curfe or Affiition, to 
themielves by voluntary Appli- 
cations, love xot Blefing, there- 
fore zt (hall be far from them, 
Thushave f lead you through 

the Old Teftament; ‘and thewed 
you the laudable Examples it 
gives Mothers for N urfing their 
Children, and the plain Intima- 

tions Cat leaft) of the Divine 

Pleafure, that they fhould do like- 

wile. 

§ 14. T proceed to fet before 


I} you fuch paflages of the New Te- 
iS | flament as are of the fame Impor- 
| tance, and furnifh us with fome 


Proots of the cafe propofed. 
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“In the Gofel we read of ai|) 


Woman, whoin a Rapture of} 
Admuration atChrift’s DifCourfes,, 


cries out, Bleffed s the Womb thas: \ ( 


bare thee, and the Paps which thoui} 


haft Sucked. Which fhews that: 


flvz took it for granted, that the: 
Motlier of our Lord gave him) | 
Suck. And upon this evidence,, | 


in his Flight with his Holy In--| 


and becaufe we find that Fo/eph | 
, 


fant into Egypt, took none other: } 2 


with him but the Bleffed Virgin, | 


it hath been unanimoully agreed,, | 


that fhe was the Nurfe as well} {j 
as the Mother of Chrift. Andl|, 


fince this Virgin, not only for the: 
Nobility of her Extraction (tho: 
now funk into a meaner Fore: 
tune) but efpecially for the Pu- 


been reputed the Glory of her: 
Sex, none can havean Example 
more worthy of her Imitation.. 


| 

| 
rity of her Manners, hath juftly’} j 

| 

| 

| 


Apud Juft.God chofe not (faith one of the:} 4, 
Mart quell. . 
ey refp. ad 
Orthod. q. 


136.).375 


Ancients) avy ordinary Woman toi! 
be the Mother of Chrift, but one that | 
excelled | 


| 
{ 


: 


| 
aa 
red 


| for her Veriues, for which he vouch- 
nit| fafed her to be his Mother. And 


iy 


-greateft of her Sex to imitate. 
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excelled all other Women in Vertue >. 
whom he therefore pronounces Blefled 


fucheminent Vertues in this Roy- 
al Virgin recommend her as a 
fit Example for the beft and the 


g 15. In the next place itmay 
be obferved, That the Chriftian 
Religion hath adopted into Law 
and Duty, all thofethings which 
generally approve themfélves to Phil. 4 ¢. 
the unprejudiced Reafon of Man- 
kind, to be things Honeft, Lovely, 
and of good Report. Things honest aes 
(ez) Grave, or becoming Chaft 1. 
and Vertuous Matrons. Things 
Lovely (meso) whicharegene- 
rally Grateful to all wife and ver- 
tuous Perfons, and ap¢ to procure 
Lowe. Things of good Report , 
which are apt to procure to the 
Perfons that dothem, and tothe 
Religion which they profefs,g00d 
Efteem and Commendation. Now 
i dare appeal to all the World, 
D 3 whether 
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whether ‘thofe few :Perfons of 
Quality and Honour are not ge« 
nerally looked upon with a Ve- 
neration and Efteem,who having 
broke through an unreafonable 
Cultom, and preferred the good 
of their Children before a Fans 
altick Privilege of Greatnefs, bes 
come Nurles to their own Of: 
{pring. Who doth not approve 
of this as an A€tion becoming the 
Gravity of a Chaft Lady? In 
whofe Eyes is it nota Spectacle 
mo{t Lovely > What vertuotis 
and fober Perfons but think it 
very Praife-worthy? From this 


general Precept of Chriftianity | 


, y 
therefore we muft conclude this 


SEG |e ee ae Qa nee 

generaily to be the Duty of Chris 
‘oir topes 

tian Matrons. 


§ 16. FEhat of the Apoftles 


y Theil. 2.7 The. 2.7. is not here tobe 


omitted. We were gentle amone 
ATs 7 eet Seyp 
Jor, even asa Nurfe cherifbeth her 


TL iwris Chdldren. -Wheretwo things are 


obfervable: Firft, That the Mo- 
ther is here {tiled a Nurfes for it 


1S 
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is her own Children, not anothers, 


whom the Nurfe is faid to Che- 
rifh. Whence it ieems, that the 


Apoftle taking it for granted 


that the Mother is her felf the 
Nurfe, implies it the Duty of all 
Mothers to undertake thatO fice. 
Secondly; That St. Pal choofes 
to exprefs his own mild and gen- 
tle Behaviour toward theChurch, 
by a Mother Nurfing ber own. 
Which implies, that the Mothers 
Care is the greateft, and her Car- 
riage the moft Tender toward 
her Nurfery, who is influenced 
by Natural Affection, and nog 
meérly by hopes of Reward. It 
would have been a Difparage- 
ment to the Apoftles mild and 


tender Behaviour towards them, 


to have compared him with a 
Mercenary Nurfe, that looks to 


anothers Child for hire, and is 


rarely fo careful of it as its own 
Mother, to whom Nature di- 
Ctates the moft compaffionate 
Concern for its welfare, 


D 4 G17» 


The C. ompleat Mather: 


§ 17. Hitherto in the next: 

place belongs the Charaéterr|) 4 

_ which the. Apoftle gives of a Wi--} jr 

1 Tim. . dow indeed, who is to be main- |) 4% 
tained by the Churches Charity. |} yj 
He requires,among other Virtues,, |) 
that /be be well reported for good!) \y 
Works, and that fhe have brought} 
‘Evexyee up Children. The Greek wordl}} dy 


Be 


ficnk 


s 


j 


Teenew denotes Narfing Children. Our?) \i) 


Lexicons cite Aristotle for the ule: 
of it, and itis obferable, that he: 
ufes the Verb, from which this is: 
compounded to denote this pecu-. 
liar Office of the. Mother in his: 


Oeconomicks, which becaufe it; 
Arift.deco. Zives us the Judgment of that: | 


Li. ¢.3. great Philofopher, 1 will here 


Meet 72 eranferibe. ds to their Children, 


wv, 7h : 

Adiaie faith he, doth Parents equally con- 
xoivlw, 

glu 3 dgercy, idtoy AW wh ole 73 Speheu, F 478 
auto bei. And tegrogoptw, Acts 13.18. is ia the 
Margent of our Bibles rendred, Suffered them, as a 
Nurfe beareth the Child. And by Dr, Hammond, Carried 
them as a Nurfe; who concludes the right reading co be 
STeseopoence from Te¢ew, to do the Office of a Nurfe ; 
who nor only bears the Child in her Arms, but feeds and 
fuftains ic too, as God did the J/raelites inthe Wildeine{s. 


Tesgds is alfo rendred a Nurfe in the Text aforecited, | 


3 The 2, 9. | tribute 
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tribute to their Generation; but 
their Offices are peculiar as to their 
future Improvement. The Mothers 
Office is to Nurfe, and the Fathers 
to Educate or Correct. in the Judg- 


ment then of St. Paw/, thofe Wi- 


dows who had nurfed their own 


Children, were reputed to have 


done a good Work and they that 
had not done fo, were judged for 
that very reafon unworthy of the 
Churches Charity. And as we 
may very well prefume,the Apo- 
{tle would not have exempted 
any indigent Widow from that 
Privilege forno Fault; but that 
it was a thing Scandalous and of 
very illreport, for any Chriftian 
Matron not to have nurfed ber 
own Children. 

g 18. I fhall only add, Thar 


‘among the Duties of the younger 


Women, fuch as are not yet paft 
Child-bearing , they are to be 
taught, That they love their Chil- 
dren, Tit.2.4. For if it be con- 
fidered, that Nurfing their own 
Childreg 
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Children is a very proper and! }} 
natural ‘Teftimony to maternal! | 


Love, and the moft likely means 
not only to exprefs but increafe 
their natural Affection toward 
them; I fee not how they cat 
evade the Obligation of this Pre- 
cept. For the Law of Love 
obliges a Mother to all proper 
Means and Ways of teftifying 
and maintaining her Love, and 
confequently to this. Phe greateft 
Ladies are bound to love their 
Children as well as the meaneft 
Beggar, and confequently to neg- 


Je€i no proper means of fhewing | 
and cherifhing it : Sothat unlefs | 


they deny Nurfing of them to ‘be 


fuch, they muft hence conclude . 


jt tobe their Duty. 

§ 19. But before I put an end 
to this Chapter, it is requifite 
that Itake notice of fome paflages 
which feem to difcountenance 
the Cauic I have been pleading 
for; leaft my pretermitting of 
them fhould make any to fancy 
it 
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it was not for the Weaknels but 
Cogency and Weight of the Ob- 
jection that is raifed from them. 
I mean thofe Texts which men- 
tion {ome Nurfes who were sat 
the Mothers of the Children whom 


they Nurfed. Such was Deborah, Gen. 35.8, 
ata Nur fez Naom, who his Ruth 4.10, 


ame Nurfe to hee Grandfon by 


Ruth Mephibotberh’s Nurfle,who 2 Sam.4.4, 
let | him fall as the fled ‘ ne Jo- ange 


afo’s Nurlé that was hid with 
him. 

§ zo. Now in ant wer to thefe 
Initances, I — lL only offer thefe 


things. 1. T! ut in-fome cafes 
it is { far from | 0g a ne cel oo 


Dut Ys tha it i$ not 
the Child Ko es nurfed | 
edi As if fhe diein "Chil id 

bed, or lye under fome natural 
Tr ability irom the want of Nip- 
bs orSack, And in fuch cafes 

ecourfe muft re had to lo yme 
ie 1ef means for the Infants Pres 
fervation. And for what Bp peays 
tothe contrary, this may be the 
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eccafion of the Subftitution of' |} « 
fome of the Nurfes abovenamed.., || ; 
Foafb’s Nurfe it’s: probable fup-. 
plied the Office of his deceafed. 
Mother; for his Aunts Care: |}; 
about his Prefervation makes it: jf; 
likely, that his Mother was ei-:| 
ther dead before, or was Mur-=:} \ 
dered in the univerfal Butchery |} ;, 
of the Royal Family by Athaliah, 
2. Some of thofe before named! 
were dry Nurfes , Affiftants only’ 
not Sub/fitutes to the Mother ¢: 
Such doubtlefs was Naomi, whofe: 
Age and long Widowhood makes; 
it very unlikely, that {he fhould| 
be able to give her Grandchild. 
Suck. And Pareus from Facob’s: 
folemn Mourning at the Death: 
of Deborah, concludes her to have 
been called Rebecca’s Nurfe, be-- 
caufe fhe had affifted her in the: 
Nurfing of her Children, and not 
as if {he had given her Suck ; and! 
rhat for this reafon ‘facob after his 
Mothers Death, had taken her: 
into hisown Family. 3. Ifit be 

pranted! 
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sranted moft probable (as to me 
it feems to be) that Mephibo- 
foeth’s Nurfe gave him Suck, and 
was fubftituted in the room of 


3 his Mother ; this will be no dif= 


advantage to our Caufe. For as 
it was his great Unhappinefs to 
lofe his Mother betimes,fo it was 
a greater,to be committed to {uch 
a Nurie, as by her Carelefnefs 
(perhaps) made him a Crippleto 
his Death. Laftly, I cannot upon 
the whole,remember one Inftance 
out of the Holy Scriptures, of any 
either good or bad Mother, who 
did her felf deliver her Child to 
another to Nurfe, nor is it pro- 
bable that any of the Nurfes in. 
{tanced above, were made fuch 
by the Mothers of the Children 
themfelves whilft they were liv- 
ing, and therefore they reach not 
to Patronize their Cafe, who or- 
dinarily do fo. 

g2i1. Thus I have given a 
juft and impartial account of the 
Teftimonies of the Holy Scripture 
both 
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both of the Old aud New Teffa- 
ment, which refpect our prefent 
fubjc&t3 and if they have been) 
impartially confidered, they muft! 
needs have fatisfied you , that!} 
thofe Mothers are moft conform- 
able to the Di€tates of God's Spi- 


rit in his Word, who them/elves 
Nurfe their ova Children. And 

all the Favour I defire of any} 
Mother upon the Survey of the: f' 
forementioned particulars, is toi} 
allow her own Confcience to de-: 
termine, whether God hath not: ]] 


in his Word plainly enough de=: ii 
clared this to be her Duty.* And [ft 
then, I hope, none will be fo: il 
Vain or Impious, asto oppofe Cu |}! 
flom or the Privilege of her Rank, \ 
to fuch indi{ putable Authority and th 


plain ¢ onvictions of her Duty: 
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CHAP. TTI. 


Wherein are manifefted the great 
Mifchiets which Mothers by tranf~ 
ferring the Nurfing of their Chil- 

SS as 
dren to other Women, threaten 
their Families with; both in point 
of Succeffion, azd that Mutual 
Affection which ought to be a- 


mong the feveral Branches of it. 
RK AY propofed Method 


§1. 

LY # leads me now to the 
fecond part of my undertaking, 
viz. To confider and reprefent the 
Mifchievous Confequences which {ve 
quently refult from Mothers EXPO 
fing their Children to be surfed by 
other Women, and cannot other- 
wile be fo furely preventéd, as by 
difcharging this Office themfélves. 
And they either refpect the Fu- 
mily or the Child. 

Firlt, The whole Family may 
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point of Succeffion,and that mu--}) 
tual Affection which ought to be: 
among the feveral Branches of it,, | 
and is neceflary-to its flourifhing; } fo 
Profperity. 
§ 2. 1.The Families of the Great’ } a 
and the Rich efpecially ave in danger’ } ix 
to be injured hereby in the Succeffion.. \ 
None are fo much concerned, as; } ( 
Perfons of Honour and Eftates,, | 


= 
iq 


bine 
it 


Y 
to preferve the Succeffion of both | te 
to their own Of-{pring, nor are: « 
any in fo much danger as they} a 
iif 
poor Man needs not fear a Sup--} jij 
pofititious Brood; for who willl} dj 
be defirous to obtrude a Child ont f jy 
him toinherit Beggary? But iff} ¢ 
a poor Tenant have a fair Oppor-- } 
tunity to thruft her own or:}y 
Friends Child into the room off} sj 
her Landlords Heir, or can cons} jo, 
trive to make him pafs for the:)},, 
Son ofa Wealthy Tradefman, it} },, 
requires a deal of Honefty to with--} j). 
{tand the Temptation. Now iff; 
it be confidered how mutable thee] »/, 
Couns:| 


to be injured that way. ‘The:)} 
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ii} €ountenance of an Infant iss 
ii) what Alterations a few days 
fi) make in the Lineaments of its 
wg) Face, itmay be judged no hard 
| thing to deceive the moft Criti- 
| cal Mother after a Months ab- 
| fence.- So that either if the Nurfe 
| have a mind to make her own 
4] Child, or be hired to make fome 
| others a Fortunes or if the have 
| Overlaid her Nurfery , and to 
ue] conceal the Crime,. cloath fome 
| Other about the fame Age in its 
i Spoils, perhaps the moft curious 
| Infpeétion may not be able to 
ll) difcern the Cheat. . 1am fure the 
i boorifh and degenerate Rudenefs 
, {| of fome, who pafs for the Chil- 
ol dren of very Polite, Ingenious 
«} and good humoured Parents , 
ii Bive too much caufe to fufpeet a 
| them Changlings. Nor is this a \@ 
| bare Suppofition without any In- 
. | Mances, for Valerius Maximus tells Vial Wie. 
i Us, Phat in the Reign of Auga- o.c1¢.3. 
;l| us, one pretended to be the Son 
POF his Sifter Ofavia, affirming, 
| E That 


’ 
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That by reafon of his great Weak- 
nefs he had been changed for the 
Nurfes own Son. It’s true the 
Cheat fircceeded not, yet Odz- 
via's putting of her Son off to be 
Nurfed by a Stranger, gave an | jj 
opportunity to attempt it: And, | ¢ 
perhaps the reafon that fo few } | 
Nurfes are dere&ted in fuch like: } i 
Attempts, is becaufe they-fre--} 
quently fucceed better, being de-- } 
tefted only where they fail. Yet: } j 
one remarkable Inftance more? } 4, 
there is, How <Arthebar, or (asi) 
others call him) Artabanus Kings} y), 
of Epirus was more fuccefsfully’ } 
impofed on,’ having his Child! y 
changed at Nurfe, and the Sont} 4 
ofa mean Knight introduced into) } 4 
his Family. Which Treafon the:} ,. 
Nurfé at length, though ‘too lates}, 
difcovering, occafioned a Bloody) | 
War, “wherein both Pretenders}, 
were flain, and the Kingdom it} 
felf Ufurped by Alexander thee) « 
Brother of that Olympias, who}. 
was Alexander the Great's: Mo-} i, 
thes}: 
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ther. And to prevent fuch Sup- 
pofititious Baftardies, Lycurgus 
the Famous Spartan Law-giver 
enacted, That the nobleft Spartan 
Women,even their Kings Wives, 
fhould at the leaft Nurfe their 
eldeft Son: And Plutarch reports, 
That the fecond Son of Therziftes 
the feventh King of the Lacede- 
montansAucceeded hisFather ,only 
becaufe he had been taurfed by 
his own Mother, whereas the 
eldeft had fucked the Breafts of a 
Stranger. Now asthe Mothers 
Nurfing her felf.is.a {ure way to 
prevent any fuch. Cheat of the 
Nurfe 5 fo it is a Security to the 
Husband, chat fhe hath not her 
felf, to efcape the Infamy of Bar- 
rennefs, confented to the intro- 
ducing of anothers Child into his, 
Family. And it is the Note of 
St. Chryfoftom upon Ger. 21.7. 
“« That therefore Sarah gave Suck, 
“to make it more credible, that 
“fhe was truiy-a Mother, leaft 


*“any by reafon of her Age fhould 


E 2 ‘6 have 


TheC ompleat Mother; 


“have fulpeCted the Child to 
«< have been Suppofititious. For | 4 
“ the Milk in her Breafts might | / 
“ farisfie the moft Diftruftful, | ; 
“‘ chat I/aae was her genuine Off- § \ 
“ foring, and that beyondall Hx- } % 
“ pectation fhe was become a | 
“ Mother. Hence I conclude, § } 
that the Quality of any Woman } ; 
is fo far from being a reafonable: | 
Excufe from undertaking thisi} , 
part in the Education of herChild,  } , 
that it rather increafes her Obli-:} , 
gation. For the greateft Care: } , 
ought to be taken in preventing} j ,, 
the Obtrufion of a Spurious Iflue: } ,, 
on the Families and Succeffions,, } ;, 
where there is the moft Danger. ‘|| , 
§ 3. 2.1come to fhew Second-- } ; 
ly, That as it is neceflary to thes} ), 
Happinefs of every Family, that: re 
there be mutual Indearments be--} ; 
tween the feveral Branches of it ::| 
So the putting of Children out:} 
to be nurfed by others, is a very’} 
likely way to hinder them, andif, 
the contrary to promote them;;| 
which} 
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which I fhall manifeft in thefe 
three Particulars, viz. In refpect 
of the Mathers Affection towards 
the Child, The Childs towards its 
Mother, and The Children of the 
[ame Parents towards one another. 
§ 4. Firft, It is very unlikely 
that thofe Mothers, who transfer 
the Nurfing of their Children to 
others, fbould ordinarily love them 
as tenderly as thofe that make them 


their owa Care. When theInfant @ 4 
is exil’d from its Mothers fight, ad sn. 


that warmth of Love, which re- 
ceives new Vigor from the fre- 
quent view of its Object, cools 
by degrees and languifhes; whilft 
the Interpofition of other Objeéts 
foon weans her from that poor 
Exile, who becomes abroad al- 
moft as much forgotten, as ifit 
had been laid in the Grave. Ie 
is not rare to obferve, That Fo- 
{ter-Children are more dear to 
their Nurfes than their Mothers 5 
and Mothers for the moft part 


are fondeft of thofe whom they 
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have nurfed themfelves. And it 
is too common an Obfervation, 
That fome Ladies fhew a greater 
Fondnefs toward their Dogs than 
their Children, “* Shewing thofe 
“toall Comers, when in many 
« days Converfe one fhall hear 
“ nothing, whence it may be 
“known that they have any 
¢¢ Children. Concerning which 
we have a remarkable Story in 
Plutarch, How that Cefar once 
feeing fome Strangers at Kome , 
who were People of Quality, car- 
rying up and down with them 
in their Arms and Bofoms young 
Puppy-dogs and Munkies, and 
‘hugging and making much of 
them, took occafion todsk, Whe- 


ther the Women in their Coun- ° 


try were not ufed to bear Chil- 
dren.By that Princely Reprimand 
sravely refleCting upon fuch Per- 
ions as {pend and lavifh that Af- 
fe€tion and Kindnefs (which Na- 
ture hath impleated in us) on 
Brute Creatures, though it be due 

and 
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and owing only to Humane Na- 
ture, thofe of our own Kind. 
Now there ‘can no account fo 
likely be given of any Womans 
greater Fondnels of Brutes, than 
of their own Children, but that 
thefe being nurfed abroad, their 


| Dogs are more converfant with 


them thanthey. I muft contefs 
(what a Learned Man objects) 


that many Ladies, who place 
their Children abroad, are very p. 237. 


tender of them, and fometimes 
more Fond than Women of. 
méaner Birth and Fortunes, ‘who 
for the moft part Nurfe them- 
felves: Nor would I therefore 
be underftood to intend the fore- 
going Cenfure for all Mothers 
that decline this Office. In fome, 
nay inmany, I hope, Duty and 
natural Affection triumph over 
this Temptation. However it is 
a Temptation that prevails on 
too many, and they that are 
Wife, willfor that ,reafon,con- 
clude it beft and fafeft to avoid.tt. 
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Amb. de St. Ambrofe made this Obferva- 
or, io tion, That Mothers generally 


love thofe beft whom they have | (li 
Suckled at their own Breafts. | wu 

Plut. ze And Plutarch concludes this the } ir 
rte principal Intention of Nature, in | tt 
id. fice’ giving the Mother a Capacity of 
a vicwes being a Nurfe, and in placing 
|) ye ome. Her Breafts fo conveniently for 
: goede, the embracing of her little Nurfe- | «le 
P49 ry, that fhe may receive frefh | sii 
Endearments every Moment | thy 

| from thofe intimate Embraces. | w; 
*Nay,God And if this be granted as a moft | typ 


piel likely means to increafe the Mo- | ¢/, 
chit aptto thers Love to her Child, fhe that } pi 


create a eXiles her little ones, takes the |} 1, 


reat Ten. : ae | (s 
Sieh in way hugely to cool, if noc quite Bon 
the Mo- e€Xtinguifh it. 
ther, when , 
i he fays, Ifa. 49.1§. Can a Woman forget her Sucking Child, | >‘ 
ae that fhe fhould not have Compaffion on the Son of her Womb?’ | 0 
a. When the Woman makes the Son of her Womb her Suck- 
a ang Child, or her own Nurfery, it is a thing next to im-. |, 
i" poffible, that fhe fhould fail in che Affection and Care of { } \ (y 
aMother toward it. | | A 
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§ 5. Secondly, Lhis és the ways)...’ 
he alienate the Childs Affectionss| \,.: 


from: | 
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from its Mother. Some Gramma- 
rians derive the Latin word Lac 
(Milk) from Jacéo (to allure) as 
concluding no way fo likely to 
allure the Child to love its Mo- 
ther, as Nurfing it with her 
Milk. She performs indeed but 
half the Office, and confequently 
earns but half of that Love which 
otherwifé 1s due to a Mother 
who only bears her Child and 
then turns it off. And I never 
yet met with any one Inftance 
ta contradict the Obfervation of 
a Learned Prelate to this pur- 


pofe, viz. That many cruel Ty- Bithop 


rants have killedtheir Mothers, yet 
pone ever offered Violence to his 


Narfe. And this thews that bear- P-21'S '°. 


dng in the Womb is not fo invi- 
olable an Obligation to Love, as 
Nurfing at the Breaft. Weread 
of one of the Gracchi returning 
to Rome from his Vidtories in 
Afia, that he prefented his Mo- 
ther witha Jewel of Silver, and 
his Nurfe with a Girdle of Gold; 
| giving 
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_ giving this reafon for the prefe- 
Roderic.de rence of the latter,. That when 
Caftro de 
Btulier. 


his Mother, after his Birth, caft 


him off, his Nurfe took him for=. } y.. 


faken as he was to her Breafts, 
dnd cherifhed him in her kind 
Embraces. This is manifeft, that 
Love defcendsmore ftrongly than 


it afcends, fothat it is not likely | aS 
that the Childs AffeCtions to-: },, 


wards its Parents fhould exceed. }, 


theirs towards it. Andtherefore 


fuch a Mother hath -reafon to ex-: 
pect the leaft Love from her: 
Children, who hath fhewed the: 
leaft toward them Perhaps whilft 
fheis in Profperity, and ftands in! 
no need of their Love, Inrereft: 


may oblige them to carry.civilly 


toward her: Yet it is to be fue 
{pe&ted that they have no fucl 
erounds in Nature, as will main--}, 
tain a conftant Fervour of Affe- 


Gtion againft the Frowardnels or:} ;. 


Misfortunes of an Unnatural Mo- 
ther. Ido ‘not affirm this to be: 


a conftant Effeét of that Caule , Pent 


for | 
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for fometimes perhaps the Mo- 
thers After-care may make a- 
mends for the fir Unkindnef&: 
Sometimes extraordinary good 
Nature in the Child may conquer 
the Refentments of this early 
Neglect, or the Influences of Di- 
vine Grace may triumph over 
this Temptation. It is enough for 
my purpofe that it is a Tempta- 
tion, a Temptation which oft 
prevails on a Gracelefs Child, to 
requite his Mothers Reje€tion of 
him with the like Unkindnefs : 
And this 1s reafon enough to 
oblige all Mothers to prevent it 
by their early Care and Tender- 
nefs in Nurfing. 

g 6. Thirdly, As the Happi- 
nefs of Families very much de- 
pends upon the mutual Love of 
the feveral Branches of it among 
themfelves; fo the Mothers re- 
fufing them that common Nourib- 
ment which were likely to pro- 
mote it, is too jultly chargeable 
with the Mifchiefs which: refule 
Agee . frog 
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from their mutual Unkindnefles. 
We read of Scipio Aftaticus, that 
though he rejeCted the Importu- 
nity of his Brother Africazas, in 
behalf of ten Soldiers who were 
condemned for offering Violence 
tothe Veffals; yet he pardoned 
them at the requeft of his Fofter- 
Sifter: And being asked the rea- 
fon why he did more for his 
Nurfes Daughter than for his own 
Mothers Son, he returned this 
anf{wer, I effeem her rather to be 
my Mother who brought me up, than 
her that brought me forth and then 


forfook me. Which fhews both 


that his Nurfe had more of his || 
Love than his Mother, and alfo | 


her who fucked the fame Milk, 


than he who had lain in the fame: 
Womb. I remember Platarch 
reports. of Cato, that wife Romaz,, 
that as he obliged his Wife to) 
give her Children Suck-with her: 


cr 


own Breai{ts, fo alfo to let rhe:}y 


I 


Children of his Slaves-Suck her: 
t00, that by partaking of the. 
fame3| 
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fame Nourifhment, a Natural 
Affection might be inftilled into 
them toward his Son. And the 
frequent Inftances of many great 
Perfons Kindnefs and Liberality 
coward their Fofter-Brothers, is 
an Argument how prevalent this 
Method is, of propagating the 
Streams of Love from the com- 
mon Fountain of the Breaft a- 
mong all the partakers of ir. And 
the too common Obfervation of 
Fraternal DifCords, as it is matter 
of Melancholly Confideration, {6 


it ought to oblige Mothers to 


neglect no means any way likely 
to prevent them; efpecially to 
joyn them all at her Breafts, that 
they may be more united in their 
Lives. 

§7- Thus have I demonftrated 
how much the good of Families 
obliges all Mothers, efpecially 
Perfons ef Quality, to Nurfe their 
own Children, that they may 
more furely prevent all Oppor- 
tunities of wronging their own Heir, 
of 
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of alienating themfelves from their 
Children, or their Childrex from 


them, ox frou one another, 


Sas Fale el a 8 


In which # contained an account of | 


the Inconveniencies refulting to 
the Children themfelves that 
are Nurfed by Strangers, i# re- 
fpe# of their Bodies , ether 


—es 


through the Nurfes want of Care, | 


the wnfuitable Nourifbment , or 


Contagious Difeafes that may be |i 


tran{mitted in her Milk. 


reprefent the Mifchiefs 


felves, which are deferted by 


Cotie now Secondly to 


that threaten the Children them. - 


their own Mothers to bé Nurfed | 


by Strangers. actikal: 
It is a pretty Obfervation 


which St. Ambrofe makes on Gez. 
9.25. where Cham’s Curle 1s ex | 


prefled in his Sons name, Cur/ed 


be | 
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be Canaan, viz, ‘That it is a 
greater Punifhment to wicked 
Cham to be Curfed.in his: Race, 
than in his own Perfon. The 
Wounds which tender Parents 
receive in the Miferies of their 
Children, are much more fenfi- 
ble than their own perfonal Ca- 
lamities. T his Confideration then 


‘in all reafon {hould touch all Mo- 


thers in the moft fenfible part, 
and be of the greateft force with 
them, vz. That others Nurfing 
of them is likely to be extreamly 
prejudicial to their Children,both 
in refpect of their Bodies and their 
Minds. : 

§ 2. I fhall in this Chapter 


fhew how the Health of the Childs 


Body is endangered by putting it 
toa Stranger to be nurfed, and 
that thefe feveral ways, Either 
by her want of Care in tending it, 
by yielding it unfuitable Nourifh- 
ment, or by: tranfmitting Difeafes 
tO H. 


§ 3° 


De Educ. 
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§ 3. A Mercenary Nurfe is not 
likely to take. fo much Care of the 
Child a its own Mother. In our 
Bibles we read of Mephibofbeth’s 
Mifhap received from his Nurfe, 
who letting him fall out-of her 
Arms as fhe fied, made him ever 
after unable to go. And who fees 
not how many carry about them 
to their death, the Marks of their 
Nurfes Carelefnefs? And no won- 
der, for Natural Affetion will 
make the Mother more watch- 
ful over and patient with the 
Frowardnels of her own Babe, 
than {he can expect an Hireling 


to be. The Mother is fitteft to \| 
Nurfe, faith Plutarch, becaule fhe 


will treat the Child with more Com- 


palfion and Care, as being influenced - 


by an inward Tenderne{s, which 
bears date fromsits firft being: Where- 
as the Love of a Nurfeis only Sub- 
dititious, the refult not of Nature 
but of Wages. It is reafonable to 
expect the Miftrefs of the Fa- 
mily more careful of her own 
Domeftic's 


~ 
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"\ Domeftick Affairs, than any of 
| her Mercenary Servants,fincethe 
| firft is obliged by a greater In- 

“3! tereft than the latter; {0 that 
| wherethe Miftrefs is Negligent, 
| we do not ordinarily expect the 
‘| Maid fhould be more Induftri- 

1 ous.And where the Mothers Love 

Ml) ean fuffer a Child to. be expofed, 

i!) whom Nature hath interefted in a 
‘| ats Welfare, none can wonder if a 

l} a Stranger negle@t it. For indeed | 

ls) how can it be expefted, that an 

| Hireling fhould endure all the 

“| Tedioufnefles and. Inconvenien- 

MM] cles attending the Nurfing of a 

‘iM little, helplefs, perhaps Froward 

uti Infant ; when the Mother, to 

*\ whom Natural Affection fhould 

| have endeared the Employment, . 

w| Out Of Softnefs and Luxury de- ‘2 

wl clines it as a Burden? Or why 

i*| hath God generally infpired the 
it] Mother with a greater T eénder- 
| mefs toward the Child, bute for 

Je] this very end, That thereby fhe 

al may be enabled to digeft more 
| K ealily 

| 


| 
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eafily the Jittle Ushandfomneffes: \it' 
(as one phrafes it) which others: } itv 
will naufeate,and fubmit to thofe: } he 
Fatigues. that none elfe will for: } fx 
its Prelervation, whilft her Care: } 7 
and Patience are doubled by her: } 
Affection? There are frequentt } (\y 
Tragical Inftances of Infants O-;} 

verlaid by Sleepy and Carelefs;} 
Nurfes, which much more rarely’ } jj, 
happen, where the Mother un--} }x\ 
dertakes this Province her felf..} py 
Methinks then it is very reafon-:} \, 
able thus to argue, She is firteftt] 
to Nurfe the Child who loves itt} 4, 
beft; and if the Mother is nott} \,, 
afhamed to have it faid, Thatt}\,: 
any Woman fhould love herChild}} j,, 
better than her felf, fhe muft bes} i 

concluded fitteft to Nurfe it; andi} \, 
fhe ought to undertake thatOffice:} 
which requires fo much Vigi--} i, 
lance and Patience,Careand Ten} 1, 

dernefs, as can be expected onlyr}«,' 
from the greate{t Love. Nothings} i. 
i6 More common, than for Mer-} 4: 
cenaries-to let the poor Babe Cryr} 
it! 


== 
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it felf weary without regarding 
it, whilft the Mothers Ears would 
have fo affeCted her Heart, as to 
fend her in all hafte to quiet it. 
The Mother ordinarily will {pare 
no Pains to keep it Neat and 
Clean, whilft Nurfes generally 
are fo Negligent, that Naftinels 
oft breeds Difeafes, and the keep- 
ing of the Child Dirty, isa fure 
Preludium of -its Funeral, Whe 
Duft is laid to Daft, and Afbes to 
Afbes, 
§4. And here I-cannot forbear 
to tranflate a paflage out of a 
learned Phy fician, Dr: Walter Har- 
rys, in his Tratt De acutis Morbis 
Infantum, viz. “ That a worthy 
“ Divine, the ReCtor of Hayes; 
* about twelve Miles from Lox- 
“¢ don, with great Grief told him, 
“ that his Parifh (being large and 
 populous,and {cituate ina very 
© wholfome Air) at his firft com- 
“ing thither was replenifhed 
“with Infants fent abroad to be 
 Nurfed ; yetin the compafs of 
Nie ** one 


oy 
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‘one Year he had buried themi| 


“all except two: And that thes} ; 
“* fame number of Nurferies being: | 

** again twice fupplied (through hi 
“the Mercenary Diligence off] 


_*‘ thofe Women) out of London,,) 
A.D.1689. 


“he had again this fame Year laidi| 

‘‘ them all in their Graves before:} . 
“€ their time. So that by thisac-- i 
count, the Citizens feem to putt} 
outtheir Children,not {0 properly} 

to be Nurfed as to be Afardered..} | 
And I fee not how they can be}. 
thought to have a due regard off} 
their Childrens Lives, who afterr} - 
{uch fair warning given them byy} .. 
a Phyfician that Practifes amongs} * 
them, and feems peculiarly con} ,, 
cern’d for the good of Infants, re- I: 
folve ftill to run this Hazard, andi 
prefer their own Eafebefore thein i 
Childrens Life. 

§ 5.. But if the Child nurfedl* 
by a Stranger be not killed cl 
her neglect, yet fecondly it may/| 
be ue much injured. in. itss} “ 
Health by the we{uitable ea ‘ 
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ment which it derives from her 
Breaffs. It is agreed upon by an- Salen. de 
cientand modern Phy(icians, that ri re, 
the Nourifhment which Infants 4vécen.11. 
receive in the Womb, is of the §°"3" 
fame Nature with the Milk , curat. inf. 
which, foon after the Birth, Na- Pt 1! 
ture provides for it inthe Breatfts, 

And it is another approved Rule 

among them,that a fudden Alter- 

ation of Diet is oft Fatal, always 
dangerous,efpecially tothe Infirm 

and fuch as are unable to refift 

any violent Imprefiions. If thea 

we confider the waxen Tenderne/s 

of Infants(to ule Galen’s Expreffi- Galen, de 
on as well as Argument) and the!”?-r. 
Moifture of their Coaftiturion ,°~"" 
which makes them very fufcepti- 

ble of new Impreflions, we muft 


immediately upon their Birth, 1s 
likels’ enough to have a dangerous 
Influence upon them. Now there 
is as great Variety in Conftituti- 
ons as Faces, and confequently it 
will be as hard to finda Nurfe of 
; Fg the 
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the fame Temperament with the 
Mother,as endued with the fame 
Features. So that-the fatal Confe- 
quences of Strangers Nurfing , 
may be imputed | not always to 
their Negligence, but fometimes 
to the great difference in the Con- 
ftitution of the Mother and the 
Nurfe. For Galew peremptorily 
concludes, That the Child which 
draws its own Mothers Breatfts, 
ules not only the moft accuffomed, 
sp alfo the mof? proper aliment for 
: And Avicenna, That this it 
can beft digeff, and therefore it és 
ef convenient for it; fo that if 


any | ndifpofi ition feize a it, the Mo- | 


») 


bers Br reaft is moft conducine to its 


A 


$ 
Cure. And it is moreover to be obe- 
fe 
ic 


eo} That for the moft part 


rhofe Mothers who decline this 
Office, are of a delicate and finer 
Mold, and Mercenary Nurfes are 
generally robuft and of a courfer 
allay : And though the latter may 
be the more Healthful, yet her 
Milk may for that reafon be rs 
lets 


‘| 


| 
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1efS fuitable to the Conftitution of 
an Infant conceived and nourifh- | 
ed hitherto in a Body more Fine 
and Tender.Brown Bread may be 
ftrong and wholfome Food, yet 
not fit to be prefcribed on a fud- 
den to an infirm and delicate Sto- 
mach, which hath been long 
inured to Gruels and Pannados. 
And if fuch unfuitable Diet oft 
prove Fatal to the Adult, there is 
more reafon to fear, left it never 
prove otherwile to Tender In- 
fants. 

§ 6. But the Danger is much 
greater, Left Mercenary Nurfes 
tranfmit fome de/perate Contagion 
into their Nurferies. The Mothers 
Diftemper is the moft plaufible 
Pretence for her declining of this 
Office : And all conclude it very 
reafonable, that in that cafe fhe 
forbear to Nurfe, left her Infant 
Suck Death from her Breafts 
whofe Womb gave it Life,and fhe 
propagate her Difeafes to it,toge- 
ther with her Milk, impregnated 
: F 4 with 
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Dr. Bur- 
net’s Ler, 
p. 248. 


with the vicious Qualities of her 
Blood. But then the Argument is 
as {trong to oblige an Healthful 
Mother to Nurfe, leaft the fhould 
commit it to a Mercenary, in- 
fected with fome latent Difeafe. 
The Right Reverend Dr. Burzet 
Bifhop of Salsbury in his Letters 
affuresus, That one Mr.Gody Mi- 
nifter of St.Gervaisin Gerxeva,had 
a Daughter -then fixteen Years 
old, who having a Nurfe extraor- 
dinary thick of Hearing, {pakeall 
the little words that Children do 
ata Year old, but was Deaf at two 
yearsold. Which he concludes was 


caufed by fome Vapor the Nurfes | 
Milk was charged with, which 


was, propagated to the Child, 
when fhe began to Suck moré 
itrongly, and to take creater 
quantities of that corrupted Nou- 
rifhment.But this (though avery 
unhappy Infirmity) is very toler: 
able, in comparifon of what other 
Infants have by this means been 
infeCted. with. For there is a Story 
in 
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in Dr. Ambr. Parey, a Famous Par de 


French Chyrurgion, to this pur- ¢ 
pote, fo remarkable, shat cannot > 
but judge it worthy to be tran- 
foribed. 
g 7. “A certain very good 
“ Citizen of this City of Paris, 
“‘ sranted to his Wile, being a 
“very Chaft Woman,that condi- 
“‘ tionally fhe would Nurfe her 
“ own Child (of which fhe was 
“lately delivered) fhe fhould 
“have a Nurfe in the Houfe to 
“ eafe her of fome parc of the La- 
“ bour. By ill-hap.the Nurfe they 
** took was troubled with the Ve- 
“ nereal Difeafe, wherewith fhe 
‘ prefently infected the Child,the 
“6 Child the Mother, the Morher 
“¢ her Husband, and he twoof his 
‘Children, who frequently ac- 
‘‘ companied him at Bed and 
§* Board, being ignorant of that 
‘Malignity wherewith he was 
inwardly tainted. In the mean 
while the Mother, when fhe ob- 
ferved that her Nurfe-Child 
Sede ‘“came 


oN) sat eT 
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‘“¢ came not forward,but cried al- 
“moft perpetually, fhe asked my 
“¢ Count{el to tell her the caufe of 
“the Difeafe; which was not 
‘‘ hard to be done, for the whole 
“Body thereof was replenifhed 
“ with Venereal Scabsand Puflles, 
<6 the hired Nurfe and theMothers 
“‘ Nipples were eaten in with vi- 
“ rulent Ulcers: Alfo the Fathers 
‘¢ and the two other Childrens 
“* Bodies (whereof the one was 
6 three and the other four Years 
“‘ old) were troubled with the 
“« like Puftles and Scabs. Itold 
“ them that they had all the Lwes 


“< Venerea, which took its Original © 


“ aud firft Off-[pring by malign 
“‘ Contagion from the hired Nurfe. 
“| had them in Cure,and byGods 
** help healed them all except the 
© Sucking Child, which died in 
“‘ the Cure. But the hired Nurfe 
“ was foundly lafhed in the Pri- 
“ fon,and pale have been whip- 

© ped through all the Streets of 
® theCity,but that the Magiftrate 
“ had 
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«* had a Care to preferve the Cre- 
‘¢ dit of the Unfortunate Family. 
§ 8. Now if it be confidered 
how common this Difeafe is in 
our Debauched Age,we may con- 
clude it isonly to be imputed to 
the Secrecy of Phy ficiansandChy ~ 
rurgions, that we have not fref{her 
Inftances of this Nature. And this 
will be fufficient to caution all 
Mothers that are Healthful, ra- 
ther than'run the hazard of fuch 
a. Misfortune, to undergo the Fa- 
tigue of Nurfing themfelves. And 
thus you fee how many ways a 
Mercenary Nurfe endangers the 
Life and Health of your Children. 
And if it be an antedated Murder, 
by caufing Abortion to hinder the 
Propagation of, a Man, it cannot 
be a lefs Crime, after he is born 
and regiftred among Chriftians, 
to fufler him to die, and contri- 
bute any of thefe ways to his 
Murder. 


CHAP. 


The C. ompleat Mother. 


CHAP. IV. 


Wherein are fhewed the Mifchiefs 
which may be propagated from 
Mercenary Nurfes to the Minds 
of Children. 


gi.7 VAving in the former 
_ & § Chapter fhewed what 
Harm a Child may receive inits 
Body by an hired Nurfe, I come 
in this to reprefent the IU Infle- 
ences fuch an one may have on the 
Mind of her Nurfery. And this 
(Ladies) will deferve your more 
Serious Confideration, by how 
much the Soul of your Child is 
better than its Body ; efpecially 
fince by the Improvements or 
Mis-improvemients of the Mind, 
Perfons of Quality become extra- 
ordinary Ufeful~ or’ Pernicious, 
Remember it’s not a Plow-man, 
buta Nobleman ora Gentleman, 
that may be {poiled,and that two 
ways, Hither by the Diminution 

of 
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of the Childs Parts,orthe Depra- 
vation of his Dil pofition or his 
Manners. 

§ 2. Firft, The Nowrifbment re- 
ceived from the Breafts of a Merce- 
nary Nurfe, may debafe the Spirit, 
and diminifb the Parts of a Child. 
The Faculties of the Humane 
Soul in their Operations, depend 
very much upon the Difpofition 
of the Body. in its united State, 
If then the Temper of the Body 
may be altered by Diet, the Ope- 
rations of the Mind may thereby 
be improved or impaired. Be the 
Hand never fo Skillful, the Mufick 
will not be equally Melodious, 
when it ftrikes on a bad, asona 
good Inftrument. David himlelf, 
{faith one, could not have charmed 
Saul’s Melancholly Spirit with 


Bifhop 


ay lous *¢ 


the Strings of his Bow, or the Grand Ex- 


his Harp. If the Soul of a Night- 
ingal were inthe Body of an Gay l, 
its 5 Eemacnions Warbling would 
be changed into hideous Screak- 
ing : 


Wood of his Spear,as he did with ee 


Ay 


th haa 
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ing:Or if the HumaneSoul fhould, 
according to the Fancy of Apulei- 
us, be lodged in the Body ofan 
Afs,it would not be able to fpeak 
or argue rationally, as it doth in 
the Body ofa Philcfopher, being 
condemned to an Inftrument not 
tuned for fuch noble Harmony. 
Now whatever Temperament of 
Body a Child hath received from 
the Mother, if it be depraved by 
the Nurfe, that Alteration may 
deprave its Parts, and hugely im- 
pair the Operations of its Mind: 
And when a Sucking Child draws 
its Nourifhment longér from the 
Body of a ftupid Nurfe,; than it 
did, whilftan Embrio, from the 
Subftance of an ingenious Mo- 
ther, there is great reafon to fear, 
leaft rhat have a greater Influence 
in forming its Conftitution than 
this; efpecially happening whilft 
it is Young and Tender,and very 
{ufceptible of new Impreffions. 
oe rae § 3. Catfin tellsus, That in the 
§ 8. p29 tiltory of Germany there is a 
story 


The Compleat Mother. 


Story of a Child taken in a For- 
reft,and prefented to the Landt- 
grave of Heffe,which having been 
bred among Wolves,learn’d to go 
on four feet, toHunt, divide the 
Prey, and fleep with them, and 
was in every thing, but his {hape, 
become a perfect Wolf. And may 
not Ferity and Stupidity be de- 
rived from the Breatts of Brutifh 
Women, as wellas from Wolves, 
which if any look upon the pre- 
ceding Relation as a Fable rather 
than an Hiftory, may pais for the 
Moral of it. 

§ 4. I acknowledge the great 
Parts and brave Souls of many 
young Gentlemen, who have rua 
an Hazard in drawing their firft 
Nourifhment from ftrangeNurfes. 
But ic may be thefe fell into the 
hands of fome, whofe Parts and 
Spirits were above their Fortune: 
Or perhaps though their Parts be 
great, yet they might have been 
more Confiderable, had they en- 
joyed the fame Advantages at the 

Brealt 
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Breaft asin the Womb. Andany_ }\ | 
Diminution of their Parts, as well. | | 
as the total lofs of them, isto be | i 
deplored; and whatever hath any 
probable Tendency thereto a- 
voided. Befides there are fomeIn: | i 
{tances of Children in great Fas } i 
milies falling infinitely fhore of | 
their Parents Ingenuity,and every 
Mother may reafonably fear, leaft 
hers prove another of them, if fhe 
venture on this Method for their 
Education, which in frequent In- 
ftances proves Pernicious. It is re- | 
Plu. in ported of Alctbiades, whofe Parts 
alii. were advanced fo far above the . 
| 


ordinary pitch of his Country- 
men, that he drew his frft Nou- 
rifhment from the Breafts of a 
Spartan Woman: And the brave 
Spirits of thofe Dames madeother 
. Grectans ambitious to purchafe 
a Nurfes from Sparta for the Im- 


"fi 


| 
| 
provement of their Childrens Spi- 


Id.inLycur. 


rit. I leave it therefore, Ladies, to 
your Confideration, whetherit be 
late to fuffer your Children toSuck 
the 
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the Breafts of any Woman lefs In- 
genious than your felves, much 
lefS {uch ftupid Women, as in re- 
{pe& of Parts and Spirits you 
would be very loath to have them 
refemble, leat your generous 
Plants fet in a barrenand canker- 
ed Soil, degenerate and become: 
Unfruitful. 

g 5. But Secondly , Ie ought 
further to be confidered, Whether 
the Suck of a Mercenary Warf may 
not corrupt the Dijpofittons of she In- 
fants Souland deprave its Manners. 
For whofcever impartially confi- 
ders it, will find great reafon to 
fear, leaft the Child imbibe the 
Nurfes ill Condittons,; together 
with her Milk. Though Vertue 1s. 
d Supernatural Perfection, added 
to our Nature in thisState of De- 
pravation by the Influences of Di- 
vine Grace, yet fome Inclinations 
toit may be owing tothe Vemper 
of the Body, and propagated by a 
Communication of Spirits in the 
Nourithment. Much more may 
Ss Vicious 
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Vicious Difpofitions, which are 
Natural, and depend more upon 
the Temper of the Blood and Spi- | ; 
rits. The Peevifhnefs,the Lufi,the | , 
Pride, the Stubbornne(s or Bafe- 
nefs of a Nurie, receive great En- 
couragement from the Conftitu- 
tion of her Body, which being in 
fome meafure propagated to her 
Nurfery, gives it alfo a greatand 
Unhappy Propenfity to the fame 
Vices. This fo far prevailed with 

Guil. Abb, the Mother of St.Berzard, thatfhe | , 

in vit-ter™ would not let her Son draw any | , 

“*"" Breafts but herown,leafthefhould | 
draw from them fome Contagion. | 
of Vice. And the common Pro- || 
verb, which exprefles an Invete- 
rate Habit of Vice, Bydrinking it | 
in with the Mothers Mitk, being. | : 
srounded on univerfal Confent, 

e gives great Authority to this No- 

oi tion. | | 

| pg 6. And Dion Cafius givesthis } * 

account of the ProdigiousCruelty | 

of Caligula,who was the Son of the 

Famous Germanicusand Agrippina | ' 

the |! 
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the Daughter of M. Agrippa, two 
as Vertuous and Generous Per- 
fons as Heathen Rome could boaft 
of. That to the end he might be of 
a Martial Dilpofition, they com- 
mitted him to a Mafculine Nurfe, 
one that was Hairy on the Face 
like a Man, drew the long Bow, 
run at theRing,managed the great 
Horfe, and was in all things moft 
Cruelly and Mifchievoufly in- 
clined. And from {uch a Nurfe he 
became fo in love with Blood,that 
he not only delighted to be pre- 
fent at the Execution of Crimi- 
nals,but would lick the very Blood 
ofthe Weapons wherewith they 
were executed.And T7berivs,who 
was fuch.a Monfter for Leachery, 
is faid to have been Nurfed by one 

no lefs famousfor Unchaftity than 

the other for Cruelry.And I knew 

a Gentleman, who had been very 

Sandalous in his Life for Whore- 

dom,and confefledin my prefence, 
that his firft Debauch was at 
Fourteen, with and through the. 
G 2 Entice- 
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Enticements of his Luftful Nurfe. 
Who would notthink his Parents 
to blame, for turning him off to 
fuch a Monfter? Since from his 
Mother perhaps he: might have 
Sucked a more Happy Contftitu- 
tion, {he being a very Chaft and 
Vertuous Woman. 

g 7. Confider then, Ladies; 
what Aflurance youhave,that the 
Mercenary Nurfe is not of a Vi- 
cious Difpofition,and conclude it 
your Duty, not to put off your 
Child to any other, unlefs one 
from whom it may imbibe better 
Qualities than from your felves. 
And fince few of thofe Nicer 
Dames, who decline this Office, 


think ‘better of others than of } 


themfelves, I hope they will not 
be fo unkind, as to venture their 
Children abroad,where they may 
be likely to draw in a Difpofition 
to thofe Vices which they moft 
abhor.I am much inclined to fub- 


Plu. in {cribe to the Opinion of Wife Cato, 


Catone. 


That for the moft part Noble Ma- 
krons 
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trons are endued with more Vertuous 
Luclinations than the meaner fort. 
And methinks for that reafon 
they ought not to place out their - 
Children with any Women of 
bafer Allay, and lefs Vertuous 
Difpofitions. | 

g 8. And thus I have given 
you an account of the probable 
Mifchievous Confequences of 
Nurfing Children abroad, which 
are {ufficient to perfuade all that 
truly love their Family, or their 
Children, to forego that unjufti- 
fiable Cuftom. Unjuftifiable I fay, 
for I am fure none can jultifie 
themfelves either in point of Pru- 
dence or Duty,if they ftill adhere 
toit. And this leads me to the laff 
part of my undertaking, which 
fhall be the fubje€t of the next 
Chapter, The Infufficiency of the 
common Excufes alledged by 
thofe that decline the Nurfing of 
their own Children. 
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Tu which are mentioned the Com- 
mon Plea’s for Nurfing Children 
abroad: Together with the Infuf- 
ficiency of them, and the true 
Caufes thereof are reprefented. 


px. Come nowiathe laft place 


to remonftrate§ that the 
Caufes for which the generality 
of thofe Mothers, that are capa- 
ble and able, refufeto Nurfe, are 
fo far from excufing, that they 
more evidently demonftrate and 
ageravate to their Fault in fo do- 
ing.For whatever Plea's are fram- 
ed for them,they may be refolved 
into fome of thefe three Sins, 

Luxury, Covetoufnefs or Pride. 
§ 2. Firft, Some of them pro- 


ceed from and convince them of 


Luxury, For hitherto it is reafon- 
able toreduce the pretended Fears 
of diminifhing their Beauty, and 
prejudicing their Health by the 
ifturbance of their Reft, and 
other 
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other Toils incident to the Care 

of an helplefs Infant. For I dare 

appeal to any one, who imparti- 

_| ally confiders it, whether any ; 

,| thing but Luxury dictates this a 

Pretence.For firft, Thereis neither Ue 

| Reafon nor Experienceon their fide, 

| who pretend Nurfing to be the y 
Decay of aeWomans Health or if 
Beauty. The contrary is generally _ 
obferved, That it helps the Appe- ia 
tite and Digeftion, which is more a 

«| likely to preferve both, than de- 

| ftroy either.I find it confirmed by 7rr 

‘| the Experience of Learned Phy- ae q. 

ficians,that oft Confumptive Per- 

.| fons have been cured by Nurfing 

|| their Children ; and fuch as at o- 
| ther times have looked Meagre 

and Pale,whilft they have Nurfed 

have been Plump,Flefhy, and of a 

vivid Complexion. Whereas on 

the other hand, in drying their 

Breafts, Women very commonly 

run apparent Hazards of deftroy- 

ing not their Health only but their 

Lives. The unnatural ftopping up 

: G 4 of 
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of thefe Fountains, occafions the 
corrupting of the Milk, and that 
corrupted Milk infecting the 
Blood, oft raifes fuch a Fermentas 
produces a Fevor, or fome other 
Fatal Diitemper. And none can 
think it Prudenceto throw them- 
felves into immature Death to 
avoid Wrinkles. 


§ 3. AgainSecondly, Granting: 


that the Nurfing: of half a dozen 
Children fhould decay the Glory 


of the Face a Year or twofooner, 


How could Beauty be better beftowed, 
than in {uch a Work of Piety toward 
her own Family and Pofterity ? Nor 


do I fee how thofe Ladies can 


juftine themfelves -againft the 


t 

* it 
é 

y Sy 


' Wy! 


Charge of Vanity and Luxury, | 


who prefer the colour of their 


own Face beforethe advancing of | 


fuch important Interefts. Did you 
ever fee a vain Fop fo enflavéd to 
his neat Cloaths, that he declined 
Bufinefs moft proper and neceffa- 
ry, for fear-of fome little {pot fall- 
ing on them, or any rude Motion 

: a0) 
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to diforder his Garniture ? There 
isas much Vanity in beinga Slave 
to a fair Skin,as to a gawdy Suit, 
The miraculous Beauty of Sarah 
in herold Age, and of the Biefled 
Virgin in Youth, were neither fo 
overvalued, as to deter them irom 
being Nurfés. So that thoie may 
be concluded to value too highly 
the Smoothnefs and Superficial 
Glory of their Skin, who prefer it 
before the greateft Good of their 
Pofterity. 

g§ 4. And Thirdly, For{fuch as 
decline Nurfing, For fear of having 
their Ref difturbed, or being other 
ways overloaded, there needs no 
other Argument than their own 
Apology,to convince them of Soft- 
nefand Luxury. For what would 
any one judge of a Mother, whom 
he fhould hear wifhing that fome 
one could undergo the Sickneffes 
attending theConception,the Toil 
of bearing her Child inthe Womb, 
andthe Vhroes of Travel in her 


fiead ? Would he not conclude, 


‘That 
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That fuch an one had deeply im=} th 
bibed the Counfel, which Epicuruss) me 


is faid fomewhere by <Arrian toy) in 
have given his Scholars, co enjoy | ¢ 
the Pleafures of Marriage, but by7}iy 
all means avoid the trouble of Chilm ; 


dven. Nowif fuch a With argue: 


too muchSeniuality, How can they: } |av 


avoid that _Imputation, who b 


throwing off as much of the Pains; } }: 


of a Mother as they can, make it: 
apparent, that it is only from the: 


Neceffity of Nature that they de--| 


cline no more? One that turns; | #4 


off her Child to be Nurféd by a, 
Stranger, for fear of taking Pains; 
with it by Day,or being difturbed | 
by it in cheNight,evidences there- 


by ,that fhecarried icin the Womb . 


Forty Weeks, and underwent the 
Pangs of Child-birth, only be- 
catfe Nature in thofe cafes could 
not admit of a Subftitute. There 
is no Vertue in enduring thofe 
Pains for your Child which you 
cannot avoid: And there are 
fome Pains God hath fo contrived, 
| that 
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it] that they may be avoided (thefe I 
vm) gnean that attend the Nurfing of 
* 0) it)that by a voluntary undertaking 
w {of them, you may make it appear 
i how little you value your Hale, 
(4 when it ftands in Competition 
nef with your Duty.For doubtleis fhe 
et) loves her Kale too well, who will 
i mot undergo thofe Labours for 
si her own Child, which he expects | 
‘| another fhould take for Wages. : 
it#) Our Holy Religion, as ic requires } 
¢| the ereateft Charity in ail its Pro- 
ut) fefiors, fo it prefcribes Labours of 
4 Love; and confequently allows 
| not of that over-great Tendernels 
| to our felves,whichisinconfiftent : 
| with a Laborious Charity ; efpeci- | q 
| ally tothe moft natural and near- a 
iy] eft Obje€ts of a Mothers Charity, a 
je) ber own Children. 
|) 5. Laftly, The Pretence of In- 
oa| ability to Nurfe, a oft reducible to 
wil this Head of Luxury. It is the com- 
wl mon Plea of thofe Mothers, who 
¢| put their Children out to Nurfe, 
(| that either they waar Nipples or 
| Mile s 
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Milk : And though thismay be re--| 
ally the cale of fome few,yet Ian} vic 
perfuaded, not of all that pretend} jw 


it.Such dry Breafts,as one obferves,,} 
are like the Gout, which is fre—| ¢\ 


quent among the Rich,buta ftran—| 94 
ger among the Poor. Few of thofe3| (x 
Women who are too Poor to hires} (is 
a Nurfe,but they are able to Nurfez} i. 


themfelves; and I make no que--| 


* 


ftion but many of our Rich and 
Honourable Dames, who pretend 
to want Suck or Nipples, would 
have had both if their Fortunes 


had been lefs. Now in all fuch,, 


Luxury isthe real Motive,though 


*{ might ” 
here add tence. 

one Parti- 

cular more reducible to this Head, which though many 
are afhamcd to plead, hath yet a great Influence on them 


In declining their Duty: I mean the Reftraints that the - 


Difcharge of it would bring on them. They cannot Dre(s 
exadily according to the Mode, if to give Suck they mut 
be called fo oft to open their Breafts : Nor will this be 
confiftent with the Libercy they take to Revel and Game 
oft rill after Midnight. But if the bare Propofal of this 
Plea do not convince and fhame them that ufe it, I muft 
defpair of prevailing wich them, But fince I am fure 
there cannot be a better Argument to this Darcy, chan thac 
ir may be a means co reftrain them from thofe Faules, 
{wil not Defpair. ¢ 6, 


| 


e 


a Nacural Inability be the Pre-.| 


Nort, 
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g 6. But that thofe Ladies, 
} who have no better Plea’s for the 
i Neglect of this Duty, than thefé 
4 vf which fo redeaber convidt them 
i seat id too great a Fond- 
a nefs of their own Bal, will by a 
i Serious Refle@ion upon this Con- 
ili! fideration,perfuade themfelvesra- 
lf ther to difcharge this Duty for che 
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to expofe them {elves to juft Cen- 
fure, by fuch Apologies for their 
Neglet. For(to conclude this firft 
il Caufe) what is the true difference 
if between a Modeft Wife and an 
itt Adultrefs? But that the firft de. 
inf fires to bring forth a Child to the 
} World, to be a Servant of God,a 
| Citizen to the Commonwealth, 
if and an Obje€t for her Charity 
ie and Diligence; whilft the latter 
il aims atno more than the gratify- 
a of her leud Inclinations and 
in bafe Lufts. And I need not to fay, 
‘il how near thofe Mothers come to 
(el this latter Chara€ter, who after 
{the Confummation of Marriage 
| and 


rere 


ll 
; 


ey futuretowardt theirChildren,than 
ily 
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and the Birth of a Child (as if fi 
Luft were all they intended) de- | " 
cline the Labour and the Charity | 
it gives them an opportunity to |“ 
exercife towards it, and transfer 
them all upon another. t 
§ 7. Secondly, There is another | iC 


Plea ufed for the declining of this’ | 
Oftice, which is the refult of Avarice,\ * 
as the former is of Luxury, and | 
made ufe of by the Trading part | “ 
of the Nation,as thofe by the Gen- | *! 
try. The Nurfing of a Child is | “ 
looked onas too great a Confine-: | 
ment to the Wife,who by her In-: | ” 
{pection over the Houfhold Af-. } Jl! 
fairs, or Attendance in the Shop, , | “! 
may fave herHusband much more ‘| }! 
than the Hire of a Nurfeamounts: | Ii 
to. But granting this, if (as hath | 
been fhewed)Nurfing be the Mos |} { 
i thers Duty,no profpect of gaining: | “ih 
. by the negle€t can fuperfede her | 4!) 
Obligation to it. And if] under- | \e 
itand the Nature of Covetoufnefs, | |! 
ic is {uch a Love of Gain as this, | 
that draws one to the neglect of | 

any | 
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any Obligation, which is not con- 
fittent with his Profit. The Que- 
{tion is not, Whether it may be as 
Conducive to your Temporal In- 
tereft, but whether it be as Con- 
fiftent with your Duty,to put out 
your Child to a Stranger, as to 
Nurfe it your felf. And if Avarice 
be excluded from the Confult,you 
muft conclude,that other bufinefs 
ought to give place to this,which 
is fo properly the Bufinefs of a 
Mother. For unlefs you love your 
Child too little,and your Gaintoo 
much,you will be fenfible, that if 
your infant be fpoiled, or fuffer 
any Prejudice in Body or Mind, 
you can be no Gainers, though 
your Domeftick Bufinels, or your 
Shop fhould be better attended. 
§ 8. Laftly, I humbly recom- 
mend it to the Confideration of 
all Mothers, efpecially Perfons of 
Quality, whether by adhering to 
this unnatural Cuftom, they do 
not fhew themfelves Guilty of « 


WN great deal of Pride. Youthink it 


below 
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below you to ftoop to the Office 
of a meaner Mother, and there- 
fore, as a piece of State, and Pun- 
&tilio of Honour, turn off the 
Drudgery of Nurfing to another. 
For if this were not a very pre- 
‘ailing Motive, the Great aud 
Honourable would not be fo uni- 
verfally conformable to this uns 
-eafonable Cultom. But may they 
not as reafonably conclude it too 
ereat a Condvicention to become 
a Mother as a Nerfc? Vor there 
is the fame equality between the 
moft Honovrable Lady and her 
Child, as beeween the meaneft 


Beggar and hers; and there is no | 
more reafon why the beft fhould | 


think Scorn to Nurfe her own at 


her Brea(t, than to beari¢in her | 


Womb.Let thenthofe whom God 
hath advanced into a Superior 
Rank in the World, learn to have 
Modeft Thoughts of themfelves, 
and they will be afhamed to let 
fuch vain Pun@tilio’s of Honour 


dnd Greatnefs influence them. | 


% 
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Let fuch remember that theLaws 
of God and Nature equally oblige 
the Lady as the Beggar, the City 
as the Country Dame: and t 1ey 
will refolve not to plead the Fan- 
taftick Privilege of their Quality, 
againit the Good of their Children 
and their own Duty.God expeéts 
that the greateft Lady, when fhe 
becomes a Mother, fhoula do the 
Duties of a Mother; and fhe cer- 
tainly chinks of ber felf more highly 
than {he ought to think, whoever is 
fo Vain, as to fancy it below her 
todo her Duty. And if Luxury, 
Avarice and Pride, be the true 
Caufes of this Cuftoms univer{a] 
Prevailence,whatever arethe Pre- 
tences, it muft needs be concluded 


.| inexcufably Sinful: Which was 


the laft thing I undertook ago 


| prove, 
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The Conclufion. 


Wherein a Pathetich Addreff is made 
to all, both Fathers and Mothers, 
that they will admit the preceding 
Particulars into their Serious and 
Impartial Confideration. 


§ 1. Faebnly remains,that I wind 
Bub this Difcourfe with a 
Serious Admonition to all thofe 
whom God hath honoured with 
the Title of Parents,that they will 
allow it an Impartial Confidera- 
tion. 
g 2. And fir I fhall {peak to 
all Mothers, becaute they are Pri- 


marily and Principally concern’d. 


And methinks the very name 
might fupercedetheRepetition of 


all gther Arguments. For what is: 


the Import of a Mother? Why 1s 
the Earth ftiled the common Mo- 


ther of all things,but that it Nou- | 


et) 9 
rifhes all chat it produceth? And 
do not all other Beings the fame, 
whether Animate or Inanimate ? 
Do 
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Do not Grapes hang on the Vine, 
and Fruits on the Trees that pro- 
duced them, taking their Increafe 
from the Sap of the Wood, to 
which they owe their Original ? 
And among Animals, Doth not 
the Lamb know its own Dam, 
and run to her Dug among a 
Thouland in the fame Flock > 
Nay even Savage Lions and Bears 
‘ftand tamely to be Sucked by 
| their young Cubs. The Philofo- 
| pher Favorinus was 
- | right, when he ftiled 
.y| 4 Mother, who Nourithes in her 
+ Womb what fhe knows not, and 
| confequently doth not yet love, 
(but cafts it off as foon as fhe 
(| Knows it, and firft begins to love 
fats Nay fhe is not to be reputed fo 
,,/much as half a Mother, fince the 
Nurfe doth longer communicate 
|Conftituent Nourifhment to her 
{jChild from her Body in Twelve 
. » WWLonths,than the Mother in Nine, 
And how, Ladies, would you re- 
7y (dent it, if your Child fhould refufe 
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or vex you, methinks you fhould 


Mother for it than your felf. 


lations ? Look then, unkind Ma 
thers, look on your poor Infarhy 
newly thruft out of your Wom!) 


Hear theLamentationswherewit 

it begins the World. What a1 
thole cries, but the beft ways 
rath toimplore your Pity, folici 


you, ow that it isexcluded frot 
the Womb, to entertain itin you 


ro.call you Mother, or own anyh, 
other Woman to be more its Mond | 
ther than yourlfthis would grievig 


be afhamd, that any other fhould’ 
have done more of the Office of :4 | 


a § 3. Next to your relation ted, 
| your Child, let me remind you wf” 

our Relicion, which recommendi§,” 
J Bahia 


t 


\ 
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the greateft Charity to Strangeng” 
and Enemies. And how can it bq” 
confiftent with your Profeffion a 
Chriftianity, which obliges youtta.’ 
love your Enemies,to be'defectiw} 
in your Love to your neareft Rq™ 


bow Helplefs and Forlorn it 19" 


your further Care, and to beg «q™ 


4 
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Bofom?Look on your ownBreafts, 
which foon after the Birth {pring 
full of Malk.Did Nature iatend no 
more inthis,but to put you tothe 
trouble of drying them ? Or didit 
defign you fhould fupply your 
Babe from that Store which fhe 
hath provided ? It had been much. 
| more wifely contrived, for you to 
| have been withoutBreafts and Re- 
“ ceptacles forMilk,if now you have 
| them replenifhed, it will be the 
beft to deprive your félves of them. 


——— 
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"1 tended your Breafts only for néed- 
“) lefs Excreffences,much lefs Snares 
| and Temptations to your felves 
“)and others ; as oft as you look on 
4 them remember their proper ufe; 
“") and refolve not to fuffer yourChild 
"| co'want whatNature hathenabled 
i 2 you 
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you to fupply it with.Itis now re-- 
moved out of your Womb into) 
your Arms, and the Meat which: 
Nourifhed it there, follows it to: 
your Breafts, that it may be pre--. 
f{erved by thePrinciples of itsCon-- 


nad 


Ny ily «fl 
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{titution. Let not thofe parts them} 
ferveonly to minifter to Pride andl} 


Wantonnefs, which are fo appa- 


rently intended by God for your} i 


Infants Suftentation. 


§ 4. I acknowledge there are: 


but very few Perfons of Quality, 
that {toop to this Employment ;; 
but this oughe not to difcourage 


you from it, bur rather confirm} \; 
your Refolution to undertake it,, 


as it gives you an opportunity to! 


thew your felves Siagularly goodi| 


others. Piety is then truly Hero-. 


ick, when it dare own a neglected! 


Duty,and rather belaugh’dat,thani} ¢, 


deferve to be reproved. And if Cu-- 
{tom were aconclufive Argument 


in all cafes, there are very few | 


Vices but might plead it as well! 


as this. And your Husbands have || 


as 
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as good a Plea for the Vices you 
moft diflike(fuch as Drunkennefs, 
keeping Mifles, @c.) as you have 
for hiring other Women to Nurfe 
your Children. Thofe Vices may 
plead Cuftom among the Men,as 
thisamong the Women of Quality. 
Oppofe then this evil Cuftom a- 
mong Women by your Example, 
and make the Experiment, whe- 
ther you can hereby teach the 
Men, as well as your own Sex, to 
be afhamed of wicked Fafhions. 
For who knows how much your 


Illuftrious Example may contri- 


bute to the averthrowing of Vile 
Cuftoms,and the reftoring of Cre- 
dit to neglected Duties. 

§ 5. Ina word,Let me befeech 
you to confider, how ye can an- 
{wer toGod, your Families,or your 
Country ,theOmiflion of thisDuty: 
If your flighting of Natures Di- 
Crates occafion any of the foremen- 
tioned Mifchiefs to the beft Fami- 
lies and greateft Hopes of the Na- 
tion 3 for {uch we may reckon the 

H 4 Chil- 


103 


The C ompleat Mother? 


Children of our Nobility andGen- 
try to be. 

§ 6. Efpecially, Let me intreat 
yOu once more to confider, how 
many Childrenthis Cuftom Mur- 
ders every Year, and what az Hye 
and Cry of Innocents Blood there is 
againit it, which may well over- 
take the Abettersofit with Divine 
Vengeance, Murder.is an Horrid 
Crime,but Parricide is worfe. We 
dete the Wickednef$ and Cru- 
elty ofa poor Wretch,who tohide 
her Shame ftraneles her Baftard. 
And how much better are thofe 
Mothers, who withant {0 greata 
Temptation(only to gratife their 
Luxury or Eafe) refign up their 
Children, the hopes of their Fa- 
mily andtheNation,to theSlaugh- 
ter?If there were asmuch Natural 
AffeGtion among our Nicer Dames, 
as once there wasinthe Mothers of 
Bethlehem,there would be as many 
Rachelsamong them Weeping for 
the Slaughter of their Innocent 
Babes. E{pecially fince not a Cruel 
Flerod 
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Herod is the Tyrant and Affaffinate, 
but themfelves. Nor is this any 
Vain,much lefs Uncharitable Sup- 
pofition, fince it isobvious to com- 
mon Obfervation, that though 
thofe Mothers who do not Nurfe, 
senerally bring forth more Chil- 
dren, yet fewer of them arrive 
to Maturity and furvive them ; 
which cannot be imputed fo much 


| to the Frequency of Produ€tion 
(fince they are ufually brought’ 


forth as ftrong and lively as o- 
thers)as to the ill Nurfing ofthem 
by Strangers. And if we juftly de- 
cect their Inhumaneldolatry,who 
offered up their Children in the 
Fiery Embraces of Moloch(finceit 
is no more excufable to make {uch 
Sacrifices to Luxury than to Su- 
peritition)methinksit fhould bea 
very Melancholly Confideration 
toall Mothers, that the Lives of 
many Thoufand poor Innocents, 
even in this one Nation,are Sacri- 
ficed every Year for the Support 
of this Luxurious and Unnatural 


Cuiftom. § 7. 
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pg 7. But Imuft confefs there is 
one Cafe very neceflary to becon- 
fidered, which hath not yet been 
mentioned, viz. That very oft the 
Father ts unwilling that his Wife 
{bould undertake this Office. And if 
he willnot confent toherNurfing, 
how can fhe dothe Duty of a 
Wife, unlefs fhe wave this Office 
of a Mother ? In anfwer to this I 
have this only to return, That all 
{have hitherto aimed at in this 
Difcourfe, is to perfuade Mothers 
to.be willing to Nurfetheir Chil- 
dren: If this be effeGted, all I have 
to. add is, That ifany Husband be 


Obftinatein refufing to permit it, | 
the Wites Duty is, to be obedient | 


to him, and leave him to anfwer 


for the Negleét, which fhe cannot. || 


help. But that this may not here- 
after be any ones Cafe, I {hall put 


an end to this Trad, 


g 8. Secondly, By an earneft 
Addrefs to al! Fathers,that they do 
not put their Wives upon fuch an 
Unhappy Strait by their Perverfe 
Obftinacy, 


we ee 
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Obftinacy,but rather (as becomes 
theirDuty encourage them to un- 
dertake and affift them all they 


can in performing this Office. You 


have, Sirs, an equal Concern with 
your Wives in all the precedent 
Arguments. Ifthe Word of God 
and the Law, of Nature oblige 
them to Nurfe, it obliges you to 
teach them their Duty, or at leaft 
to encourage them to practife it, 
and not hinder them from it. And 
whatever Mifchiefs redound to 
your Family, or your Child, by 
drawing the Breaft of a Stranger, 
they equally concern you as her, 
and(unlefs you have put off Rea- 
fon,together with Humanity and 
Natural Affection) muft produce 
in you a very Senfible Refent- 
ment. So that you are as much 
obliged to prevent them as fhe, 
andall theGuilt isjuftly to be laid 
at your door, if it happen through 
your means that fhe doth not. 
Moit of the Pains and Toil of 
Nurfing is hers, and if your Reft 

be 
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be fometimes broke en,youare very 
Soft and Luxurious indeed, if you 
prudgze to endure much more 
than‘that ‘for your Childs good; 
Nay yoware very Churl lifh and 
Unkind to her; if you contribute 
not’all you can to make her Duty 
as cafie as may be tO-her, _Abrg- 
ham? $ Joy atthe e Wéaning o| ‘his 
Son, San Bvidenc e he was well 
rile leahe atSarabhad Sh Nurfed him. 
And Elka nah, who before obliged 
his Wives con! tantly to accom- 
pany him to the Tabernacle, rea- 
1 Sam. 1. dily confents to Elen nabs eee at 
33. home for the Nurfing of ‘her Son. 
No. foone# doth the mc Ve it, but 

hea: ive ‘5 Do ws feemet eH: 200d. 
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And All} riusbands were in this 
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The C ompleat Mother: 
rages her,, by.the Provifion of all 
convenient Helps. and Aflittance 

for her, 

$9. In aword, A Cuftom fo 
ae as. this is, will not be 
ffe€tually broke, as by a Mu- 
SAP am REE A eth of both the. Fa- 
ae and the Mother. If the Mother 
be defirous to Nurfe, few Fathers 
will be fo Morofe and Unnatural 
as to refufe their Confent : Or if 
the Father: be Solicitous that the 
Mot! her her felf fhould do this 
fice for his Son, there are not 
many Women fo in lave with 
their own, Rafe, or forgetful of 
heir-C Childrens Advanta; ge, as to 
decline it.. But where Boch de- 
fire it, they will be Mect-1 ielps 
indeed, and afiord fuch mutual 
Encouragement, as will mz k e all 
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The C ompleat Mother, 


Poftures, and Gradual Appea- 
rances of Reafon, the pretty 
Smiles and confufed Jargon, the 
calm Endearments and unfeigned 
Love of thefe little Innocents , 
that the Wifeft Men have found 
a Satisfactory Diverfion in their 
Company. And if any one que- 
ftions this, let him forbear to 
Cenfure, till he have made trial 
of this Pleaftre of a Father: As 
Avefilaus once anfwered one, who 
laughed arhim for condefcending 
to Play with his Son. For I 
Have known {ome Fathers. at 
firft very Averfe to their Wives 
Nurfing, who after Experience 
of thofe Pleafing Diverfions, that 
are to be found in the conftant 
Company of a little Babe, would 
not on any Terms lofe the Repe-. 
tition of that Pleafure, by turn- 
ing the next abroad toa Strange 
Nurfe. 

g 10. Thus have I finithed 
my Undertaking, and doubt not 
but Ihave faid enough to demons 
{trate 


The Compleat Mother. 


ftrate my Sincere. Compaffion 
for the Expofed Infants of Great 
and Honourable Parents; enough 
to vindicate thofe few Mothers; 
who by performing this Office 
themfelves, have: provoked the 
Scofis of the reft ;. and enough to 
difcharge mine own Duty in re- 
minding them of theirs, accor- 
ding to my flender Ability; 
which were all the ends I could 
propofe to my felf, with any 
Afiurance of Succefs. But if the 
Divine Bleffing make thefe Pa- 
pers more Succefsful, if it fo di- 
rect thefe few {mall Stones, taken 
out of a Shepherds Scrip, as to 
Foil a Gigantick Inveterate Cu- 
ftom, and prevail on any, though 
never fo few Ladies, to become 
Nurfes, I fhalk hope for a com- 
pleat Victory from their Example, 
which 1 cannot from my Djf- 
courfe. Let but a few more truly: 
Generous and Noble Matrons, 
come in and joyn with thofe few 
that have already begun to fet 
this 


~ og, 


this Age a good Example; and! 
fuch a bright Conftellation can-. } 
not but be took notice of, and 
have a vigorous Influence to ren- 
der itas Fafhionable for the fu- 
ture, for Ladies to Difcharge this 
their Duty, as it is at prefent to 
Neglect it. 
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